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Foreword 


Ahat still waters run deep 
is fully borne out by this simple, brief 
prayer of the Poverello of Assisi, for within 
the compass of these few lines St. Francis 
has hid a wealth of thought of deepest mean¬ 
ing. It has been the prayerful effort of 
Sister Mary Aloysi, in this present volume, 
to bring to the surface at least some of these 
riches, and she has succeeded admirably. 

Her beautiful paraphrase of the prayer 
has been illustrated by numerous texts from 
Holy Writ and incidents from Franciscan 
annals, as well as by expressions of faith 
and trust on the part of those who bear the 
responsibility of leadership in these days of 
grave unrest. We bespeak for the volume a 
hearty welcome in both religious and lay cir¬ 
cles, particularly because of its prayerful 
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FOREWORD 


concern with things that tend towards a last¬ 
ing peace. 

Entering into the spirit of St. Francis, let 
us read this efficacious prayer slowly and 
thoughtfully, while meditating on the pro¬ 
found sentiments expressed in the several 
petitions, and dwelling longer on those that 
make a special appeal to us at the moment. 

Giles Strub, O.F.M. 

Cleveland, Ohio 
March 19, 1942 
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Introduction 


The full stature of 
the Little Poor Man of Assisi is caught up 
in his gospel of joy. It was by no means a 
mere outward hilarity or much less frivolity 
that he sought to inculcate in his brethren, 
but genuine joy and serenity of soul that 
spring from deep wells of firm faith and 
hope and love. It was almost a foretaste 
of heaven to the ardent Saint whose ears 
were “ homesick for harpings of eternity.” 

It was what St. Paul had in mind when he 
said, “. . . the doctrine of the cross is fool¬ 
ishness to those who perish, but the power of 
God to the just.” To St. Francis it was in¬ 
deed a power. His utter disregard for 
worldly pomp and disdain for self-suffi¬ 
ciency; his love for all God’s creatures — 
the perfect chord of harmony he struck with 
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God’s songsters and bird-song and the wist¬ 
ful beauty of flower and grove and sun . . . 
all these were but the shining mantle Francis 
flung over the world’s sordidness and dull¬ 
ness and pain. He was the most joyous of 
saints; his Friars were to be “the minstrels 
of God,” scattered about the world to sing 
the gospel truths. 

The mere circumstance that another hu¬ 
man being needed a cloak or anything else 
sufficed for him to divest himself of almost 
the last shred, thus reversing Shakespeare’s 
“ needy nothing trimmed in jollity.” In a 
special way he made the sentiments of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles his own: “To my 
hearing Thou shalt give joy and gladness ” 
(Col. 3:16). He was, indeed, the world’s 
happiest man, whose song shall never cease 
while men are alive to sing the “ Canticle of 
the Sun.” 
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St. Francis was beloved by all, because, 
in turn, he loved them as his brothers in 
Christ. Their temptations, their strivings, 
and their aspirations were not unknown to 
him, for he saw them in the light that flooded 
his soul during the lonely vigils he kept with 
his Beloved the long night through, repeat¬ 
ing over and over again the soul-stirring 
“ My God and my All! ” and then complain¬ 
ing that the light of day rudely curtailed his 
transports of heavenly bliss. Someone has 
written well of him: “ God gave Francis 
great comfort in those days. He found 
peace; he gave his will to God, and longed 
above all things to partake of the sufferings 
of his Lord.” He drew souls to the practice 
of perfection. Lady Clare, the 66 unworthy 
handmaid of Christ and the little plant of 
the most blessed Father Francis,” became 
foundress of the famous sisterhood of the 
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Poor Clares, which for forty years she ruled 
and uplifted towards the loftiest ideals of 
their spiritual Father. 

For St. Francis, wrote the Most Rev. 
Amleto Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic Del¬ 
egate, “ to live was synonymous with draw¬ 
ing close to Christ.” This was the secret of 
the fascination his personality held for all. 
The heart and center of his love is said to 
have been its mingling of strength and re¬ 
nunciation; it was a most practical love, 
which centered chiefly about Bethlehem, Cal¬ 
vary, and the Tabernacle — the poverty and 
simplicity of the Holy Child — the royal 
purple of the Man of Sorrows — the un¬ 
dying self-immolation of the Eucharistic 
Christ. 

These were the sparkling gems in the cru¬ 
cible of his love. They are the essence of 
the spirit of St. Francis, with whom we pray, 
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“ Lord, make me an instrument of peace! 55 
In thus praying we dwell momentarily on 
the Holy Father’s inspiring Christmas mes¬ 
sage, breathing Franciscan love for all peo¬ 
ples and deep compassion with suffering 
humanity: 

“ We wish to speak to you from our pa¬ 
ternal heart,” declared His Holiness, Pius 
XII; 66 to exhort you to remain always strong 
in your faith and to share with you the com¬ 
fort of that very real, superabundant and 
elevating hope and certainty which radiates 
from the crib of the new-born Saviour . . . 
the new order must be founded on that im¬ 
movable and unshakable rock, the moral or¬ 
der, which affords no place for a total war¬ 
fare or for a mad rush to armaments . . . 
no place for the persecution of religion and 
the Church.” The Bishops’ Committee in a 
beautiful response wholeheartedly espoused 
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the Papal Peace Program, expressing the 
firm resolve to make it the very prime rea¬ 
son for their “ hardships and sacrifices, dis¬ 
appointments and triumphs.” 

It must have been in a kindred mood that 
Francis, strolling through quiet woodlands 
with Brother Giles, prophetically uttered the 
suhlime words: “We adore Thee, 0 Christ, 
and bless Thee, because by Thy Holy Cross 
Thou hast redeemed the world! ” In this 
spirit we earnestly pray, 

“ Lord, make me an instrument of 

f 99 

peace! 

The inclusion of excerpts from current 
pronouncements tending towards peace, 
made by the Holy Father, by members of 
the Hierarchy, or by other leaders, religious 
as well as civic, has seemed timely by way 
of linking the present state of a disrupted 
world crying out for peace with the disor- 
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ganized social scene upon which St. Francis 
entered with his sweet gospel of Christlike 
charity for all. 

Fioretti , 66 Little Flowers,” these excerpts 
might be called, emitting a fragrance that 
engenders trust in prayer, unswerving loy¬ 
alty, and confidence in our God-given lead¬ 
ers. Pondering them prayerfully in the 
spirit of the Poverello, we repeat with re¬ 
newed faith and love, 

“ Lord , make me an instrument of 
peace! 99 

Sister Mary Aloysi Kiener, S.N.D. 

Notre Dame College 
South Euclid, Ohio 
May 13, 1942 
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Praying with the 
Poverello 


“ The World’s Happiest Man ” 


PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS 


LORD, MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF PEACE! 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love! 
Where there is injury, let me sow pardon! 
Where there is doubt, let me sow faith! 
Where there is despair, let me sow hope! 
Where there is darkness, let me sow light! 
Where there is sadness, let me sow joy! 

O DIVINE MASTER, GRANT THAT I MAY NOT 
SO MUCH SEEK 

To be consoled .... as to console — 

To be understood ... as to understand — 

To be loved.as to love — 

— for — 

It is in giving that we receive! 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned! 

It is in dying that we . are born to Eternal 
Life! 
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Prologue 


Today on the third anni¬ 
versary of the Holy Father’s Coronation as 
Successor of St. Peter and Head of the Cath¬ 
olic Church, we welcome the invitation of 
the Religious Bulletin of the University of 
Notre Dame (which first brought this prayer 
of St. Francis to our attention) to “ kneel 
beside our Holy Father in spirit and send 
up a prayer to Christ our Master, begging 
Him to assist His Holiness, Pius XII, in 
bringing Justice and Charity to the world 
— and Peace” 

" Opus Justitiae, Pax! 

The Masterpiece of Justice Is Peace! ” 
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I 

LORD, MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT 
OF PEACE! 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love! 
Where there is injury, let me sow pardon! 
Where there is doubt, let me sow faith! 
Where there is despair, let me sow hope! 
Where there is darkness, let me sow light! 
Where there is sadness, let me sow joy! 
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“Lord, Make Me an 
Instrument of Peace!” 


Give peace, 0 Lord, 
to them that patiently wait for Thee! ” (Ec- 
clus. 36:18) ... I am waiting for Thee, 
0 Lord . . . for the peace the world knows 
not . . . deep soul-peace is what I desire 
. . . worldly joys and goods only surfeit 
the mind . . . they cannot satisfy the heart 
. . . with the Poverello, I pray, 66 Lord, 
make me an instrument of peace! 99 

The prophet Daniel said of peace: “ Fear 
not, 0 man of desires, peace be to thee; take 
courage and be strong. And when he spoke 
to me, I grew strong ” (Dan. 10:19). Make 
me strong, 0 Lord, in spreading peace by 
acts of genuine charity to all who are in 
need ... let me extend to them a helping 
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hand . . . but more especially a pure, dis¬ 
interested love. . . . Such was the charity 
of St. Francis that no one ever appealed to 
him in vain ... in the poorest of the poor 
he beheld Christ. . . . 

In the strength of such love let the false 
gods of modern paganism be dethroned 
... in the family ... in business and 
industrial areas ... in the souls of men 
... in my own soul. . . . Let there be 
abundance of love ... of pure and chaste 
living ... of kindliness and humility . . . 
for these are the harbingers of peace. . . . 

66 Peace on earth to men of good will,” 
sang the angels in the Holy Night! It is 
possible to have peace, if we but will it; the 
help of Thy grace is assured us . . . but 
men of good will are devout . . . noble in 
the light of faith . . . genuine Christians 
. . . followers of Christ . . . they abhor 
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anger . . . jealousy . . . deceitfulness 
and cunning in circumventing another . . . 
for these are disturbers of peace. . . . 

66 Peace be to you! ” was Our Lord’s salu¬ 
tation to the disciples on Easter Sunday 
(John 20:19). It had been His parting wish 
at the Last Supper:“ Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you” (John 14:27). 
What can I do today to promote this peace? 
In my own soul? ... in those with whom 
I labor and associate? ... in the hearts of 
the many who do not know Thee, 0 my God 
. . . who are tortured by worry and un¬ 
rest? . . . in the hearts of my parents . . . 
friends . . . the wronged and oppressed? 
. . . Lord, give them peace! 

St. Paul exhorts the Romans to pray for 
him and concludes with the wish, 66 Now the 
God of peace be with you all. Amen ” 
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(Rom. 15:33). . . . “May the peace of 
Christ reign in your hearts ” (Col. 3:15) is 
another prayer of the dynamic Saint of Tar¬ 
sus. “ May the God of peace himself sanc¬ 
tify you completely ” (1 Thess: 5:23). This 
is his final prayer and blessing, his greeting 
to parishioners he dearly loved in Christ. 

Again in his second epistle to the Cor¬ 
inthians St. Paul exhorts them to peace 
and indicates its requisites and its effects: 
“ Brethren, rejoice, be perfected, be com¬ 
forted, be of the same mind, be at peace; 
and the God of peace and love will be with 
you” (2 Cor. 13:11). He makes it clear 
that peace demands every effort on our part 
. . . the sacrifice of personal comfort . . . 
of preoccupation with self. ... 0 Jesus, 
let me heed this beautiful injunction as the 
Poverello heeded it! Let the world heed 
it . . . that peace may reign. . . . 
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“The Lord give thee peace! ” was the 
favorite salutation of St. Francis himself. 
... He wished his brethren “ the true 
peace of Heaven and sincere love in the 
Lord.” Well did he know from actual ex¬ 
perience how rare a thing true peace is . . . 
and how seldom love is wholly sincere. . . . 
Let me emulate the gentle Saint whose fol¬ 
lowers loved poverty and had no fear of 
losing anything . . . but “ followed peace 
and gentleness with all men.” . . . How 
pronounced the contrast in the world today 
. . . fraught with so much pain. . . . 

I shall have peace of soul if I follow the 
counsel of St. Francis, when he tells us that 
“ We should never desire to be above others, 
but rather to he below, and to obey all men. 

• . 0 Jesus, let me learn this difficult 

lesson, which I see perfectly exemplified in 
Thy life on earth ... it was the constant 
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study of St. Francis and his brethren to be 
the least among men. It is a shining trait 
of his Friars still . . . wherever they are 
. . . glorifying God. ... It is the lesson 
sorely needed in the world today. Men are 
seeking power and fame only to be disil¬ 
lusioned, uidess they strive to be humble 
with Christ. They will never find rest to 
their souls and peace of heart until they 
make their own the beautiful submission of 
Dante in the Paradiso: E’n la sua volontade 
e nostra pace. “ And in His Will is our 
peace! ” Self-aggrandizement and ignor¬ 
ing the most sacred rights of the individual 
soul will never bring peace. . . . Let the 
nations of the world remember that peace 
will be found only in “ His Will.” ... to 
which we must humbly bow. . . . 

Blessed Friar Giles, the companion of St. 
Francis, counselled wisely in the spirit of 
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the Poverello: “ He that would gain and pos¬ 
sess perfect peace and rest must needs ac¬ 
count every man his superior; he must ever 
hold himself the subject and inferior of 
others. . . . The man that possesseth hu¬ 
mility findeth grace in the sight of God . . . 
and perfect peace with his neighbor.” A 
consoling lesson this, which will establish 
peace on an imperturbable basis . . . will 
sweeten lives . . . instil hope and courage 
into all hearts ... of those called to the 
front ... of those in training camps . . . 
of civilians on the home defense ... of 
all who suffer the hardships of war. . . . 

Before the dawn of Christianity, the Book 
of Machabees shows us wherein genuine 
peace abounds: 66 May God . . . open your 
heart in His law, and in His commandments, 
and send you peace! . . 

This is the cry the Holy Father reiterates 
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in all His prayers and exhortations to cease 
the horrible turmoil . . . for this noble 
end He incessantly prays and sacrifices him¬ 
self. . . . 

“ Love for All Mankind Gives Power to 
Pius’ Plans ” for peace, speaks volumes to 
the believing heart. . . . Etching the beau¬ 
tiful spiritual portrait of the Father of Chris¬ 
tendom in the hour of his Episcopal Silver 
Jubilee . . . the “ slender kneeling figure 
with his head bowed in prayer ”. . . Father 
John La Farge continues: “ He is partisan, 
violently partisan. But his partisanship is 
for all men in Christ, because it is his par¬ 
tisanship for Christ.” 1 . . . Franciscan 
overtones recall the day when the Poverello 
sang his canticles of love along the high¬ 
ways and byways of Umbria. . . . 

Our nation’s Chief Executive inspires con- 

1 America, May 9, 1942. 
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fidence when he points to prayer as a genu¬ 
ine source of peace: 44 Let us pray God to 
hasten the day when acceptance of His word 
will change the hearts and minds of men 
and make the kingdoms of this world in 
truth and fact the Kingdom of God.”. . . 
From such a beautiful reality springs soul¬ 
stirring prayer akin to Francis’s 64 My God 
and my All! . . With an assurance born 
of faith, the President continues : 44 We shall 
win this war and in victory we shall seek 
not vengeance but the establishment of an 
international order in which the spirit of 
Christ shall rule the hearts of men and na¬ 
tions.”. . . Envisioning this marvellous 
spectacle of all nations subjected to the sweet 
yoke of Christ, we repeat the fervent peti¬ 
tion, 44 Thy kingdom come! Thy Will be 
done . . . on earth as it is in heaven! ”. . . 

In the Postcommunion of the Mass for 
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Peace , we pray: 66 0 God, the author and 
lover of peace, to know whom is to live, to 
serve whom is to reign, shield Thy suppli¬ 
ants from all assaults.”. . . Shield them at 
home ... let Christ be their daily Guest 
. . . the Master of the house . . . the 
kindly Physician, who heals their ills of 
body and soul . . . give peace to all who 
must face the greatest dangers . . . for¬ 
getful of self in the home circle among loved 
ones and abroad in the battle line . . . in 
want and anxiety . . . keep their loved 
ones, afford them comfort and cheer . . . 
courage to carry on . . . when hearts and 
homes have been rent asunder by ruthless 
hands . . . give them solace and peace! 

How admirably the Saint of Assisi read 
in the open book of human experience the 
sweet truths of intimate communion with the 
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God of peace! . . . there he sought the 
source of holy joy and contentment . . . 
there he found the strength that filled his 
life with poetry and song not of earth . . . 
echoes of peace from the great beyond . . . 
in complete detachment and renunciation he 
walked the highroad of peace ... he bar¬ 
tered not for earthly gain ... his sole de¬ 
sire was peace . . . the peace of Christ! 
. . . with him we pray ... in a war-torn 
world, but with confidence. . . . 

66 Lord, make me an instrument of 
peace! ”... Give me the humility, cour¬ 
age, and Christlike zeal to help restore peace 
. . . in all hearts, as Christ prayed for 
peace to the Father, but let me purchase 
peace at the cost of self-immolation, in the 
spirit of reparation for our sins and short¬ 
comings. 
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“ Lord, make me an instrument of 
peace! ”. . . Let me willingly, gladly 
shoulder the countless sacrifices entailed, 
the serious duty involved, enlisting every 
available means to advance the kingdom of 
Christ in the hearts of men. 

66 We must keep alive the moral law and 
the rights of the Church at all points and all 
periods of the conflict,” declares Bishop 
Gannon. 64 Our free Catholic press will aid 
powerfully, bearing the burden of con¬ 
stantly shedding light on moral responsibil¬ 
ity, on justice and charity and the divine 
commission of the Apostolic Church. Above 
all we seek to make the world a safe place 
in which to rear Christian families ... we 
seek the restoration of our Church and its 
educational and charitable institutions in all 
parts of the world where they have been de¬ 
spoiled by civil powers . , , the freedom 
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to teach according to the commission of 
Jesus Christ.” 2 . . . 

And from one of our greatest women 
journalists of the day, comes a beautiful 
tribute to the part our Holy Father takes in 
the present conflict. “ The Pope, though 
agonized by war, is the calmest of all the 
leaders,” is the conviction of Mrs. Anne 
O’Hare-McCormick. “ He thinks in terms 
of souls and of centuries and views all things 
sub specie aeternitatis” 

Truly, there is hope and strength and in¬ 
vincible trust in such fearless and enlight¬ 
ened leadership. . . . Humbly we pray 
with the Saint of Assisi, whom Christ marked 
with the imprint of His Wounds, 

“ Lord , make me an instrument of 
peace! ” 

2 The Most Reverend John Mark Gannon, Bishop of 
Erie: Catholic Press Month Message. 
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66 Where There Is Hatred , Let Me 
Sow Love! 99 

“ Greater love than this no one has, that 
one lay down his life for his friends ” 
(John 15:13). These are the words Christ 
spoke in that marvellous farewell discourse 
after the Last Supper. They were His dy¬ 
ing legacy to all who should ever believe 
in Him! Jesus came on earth to teach us 
how to love God above all things and our 
neighbor with the love of self. 

66 Abide in my love! ” He further exhorts 
them. Lest the human heart find the burden 
unbearable, the gentle Christ foresees all 
possible hardships and teaches His disci¬ 
ples the beauty of love in the face of hatred 
and dislike. “ If the world hates you, know 
that it has hated me before you! ” (John 
15:18). This is the touchstone of true love! 
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How admirably the Poor Man of Assisi 
sensed this ideal of true Christian charity 
and put it into practice! 66 Know, dearest 
friar,” said Francis to his companion, 66 that 
courtesy is one of the attributes of God . . . 
and courtesy is sister to charity, that quench- 
eth hatred and kindleth love.” The world 
would be saved an overwhelming measure 
of woe ... it would be converted over¬ 
night if men realized this sublime ideal in 
their daily lives . . . wars would be for¬ 
ever wiped out . . . charity would unite all 
hearts in the Mystical Body. . . . 

Ponder the depth of love implied in 
quenching hatred by genuine sympathy with 
the weaknesses and defects of others . . . 
even our enemies ... in relinquishing a 
personal opinion, where it can be done with¬ 
out impinging on truthfulness ... or hurt¬ 
ing the general good ... to yield to others 
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whenever possible is a mark of nobility . . . 
it connotes refinement and strength. . . . 
Casually glancing at the press one often 
finds evidence of a virile Catholicism that 
emphasizes the very love of which the Po- 
verello set so shining an example. 

“ All the troubles, pains and misery aris¬ 
ing from war,” said John A. Coleman at a 
Charities Communion breakfast in New 
York City, “ are caused by hate. All of the 
security, good health and welfare arising 
from charity are caused by love.” . . . 
“ Charity,” added Alfred E. Smith, 66 isn’t 
something that you can exercise today and 
forget tomorrow.” . . . This is the genuine 
Franciscan spirit, which will save the world 
. . . even in the present crisis . . . never 
to forget Christlike charity! . . . 

Love is a delicate flame that needs con¬ 
stant and careful nurture. As only the pur- 
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est beeswax is permitted for the blessed can¬ 
dles that are burned at Mass, so only the 
most selfless love and devoted service may 
be burned before the shrine of love of God 
and of neighbor . . . complete immola¬ 
tion of self. . . . Herein St. Francis was a 
consummate image of the Master. He loved 
unto complete forgetfulness of self, unless 
it was to devise some new way of abasing 
himself to serve Christ’s poor, or even 
“ pocketing ” an undeserved insult or re¬ 
buff . . . how he rejoiced when this divine 
favor fell to his lot! . . . 

Christ tells us to what extent we must prac¬ 
tice true love that we may reap its glorious 
fruits. No one ever loved more perfectly 
than Christ. He not only loved us in death, 
but His whole life was a continuous mani¬ 
festation of His ineffable love. . . . The 
Poverello was a perfect copy of the Master 
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in charity ... he made it his earnest study 
to suppress selfishness and love of personal 
ease ... he lived the hard way ... his 
actions were consequently more eloquent 
than his words, and countless sinners . . . 
touched by his deep humility and love, re¬ 
nounced their evil ways to be poor for Christ, 
but rich in charity. . . . 

“ That the world may know that I love the 
Father, and that I do as the Father has com¬ 
manded me” (John 14:31). How tender 
His relations to the Father! Again, “ He 
who hates me hates my Father also! ” (John 
15:24). Note in particular how His great¬ 
est disciple sketched the Master’s picture. 
My love must be like Christ’s . . . tender, 
and strong, and selfless; every act of His 
gives evidence of this kind of love; priva¬ 
tions, travels, abandoning home and coun- 
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try; His miracles, His death, His solicitude 
for the people and for His loved ones, espe¬ 
cially the apostles. 

How truly the dear Christ could say, “ As 
the Father has loved me, I also have loved 
you ” (John 15:9). “ You are my friends 
if you do the things I command you ” (John 
15:15). I desire to be a friend of Christ’s 
. . . He commands perfect love . . . am 
I ready to give it? ... to all without ex¬ 
ception? . . . 

“ Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? ” we exclaim with Francis, who had 
much of the ardor of St. Paul and burned 
with holy zeal for love of God and his fel¬ 
low men ... I will give all for greater love 
of God . . . for “ the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 
. . . I must carry out my resolve with the 


— 41 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 


determination of the gentle Saint who gave 
all . . . that he might the more surely be 
wholly Christ’s own. . . . 

It must be the tender love of a mother for 
her child. “ How often would I have gath¬ 
ered thy children together, as a hen gath¬ 
ers her young under her wings! ” (Matt. 
23:38). The Christ who drove out the dese- 
craters of the Temple with a whip loves us 
tenderly. . . . How often have I, alas, re¬ 
fused the proffered divine grace! . . . 
Christ must often weep, as it were, over our 
coldness and indifference. . . . 

It must be the faithful, unselfish love of 
a friend. Of Christ’s love for His friends, 
St. John wrote the weighty words: 66 Jesus 
. . . having loved His own who were in the 
world, loved them unto the end ”... let 
me never again forget this beautiful les¬ 
son. . . . 
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The most painful words that faithless lips 
ever spoke — 66 Hail, Rabbi! ” elicited 
from the gentle Christ the sweet reply, 
“ Friend! ” (Matt. 26:50). 

St. Francis sought for his Beloved every¬ 
where; he referred all things to Him; he 
purified his heart of all earthly attachments 
. . . forgave those who derided and ill- 
treated him ... in order to be like Christ. 
Brother Thomas tells us that Francis “ or¬ 
dered a plot to be set apart for sweet-scented 
and flowering plants that they might cause 
those that should look upon them to remem¬ 
ber the Eternal Sweetness,” for “ in beauti¬ 
ful things he recognized Him Who is su¬ 
premely beautiful.” Behold here the source 
of his intense joy and peace of heart. 

Francis was tender in his charity, and 
through his tenderness he won hearts for 
Christ; the Fioretti mentions the love Fran- 
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cis cherished for Brother Bernard . . . 
how lovingly he blessed him in his last ill¬ 
ness: 66 Blessed be thou therefore by Our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and by me, poor little 
one, His servant, with blessings everlasting 

— walking and standing, watching and 

sleeping, living and dying.” We marvel 
also at the love Francis bestowed upon one 
poor brother who held himself unworthy of 
divine favor, and we read: . . him the 

kindly father called gently unto him, and 
thus addressed: 'Let no thoughts disturb 
thee, my son, for I hold thee most dear; and 
amongst those most especially dear unto me 
I do gladly bestow upon thee the gift of my 
friendship.’ ”... 

Only truly humble, selfless, Christlike 
souls can thus strip off what is redolent of 
self-esteem ... of worldly vanity . . . 
and pride ... of dangerous compromise 
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and expediency. . . . 0 Jesus, I love Thee! 
This is the ideal of true love realized in the 
person of Christ Himself. “ Thou knowest 
that I love Thee! ” . . . let me often repeat 
these consoling words. 

Let me even in small matters, in the dis¬ 
agreeable happenings of daily life, remem¬ 
ber that it is within my power to destroy the 
reign of hatred in some measure and sup¬ 
plant it with Thy sweet love. It will exact 
many sacrifices of me, if I take it seriously, 
but the saints realized the extent to which 
they were bound for love of God to strive 
against hatred and implant in all hearts 
the sweet reign of love and Christlike 
charity. 

The gentle Saint of Assisi felt sorely 
grieved at thought of the insults heaped 
upon the Heart of Christ by men and nations 
and warring factions pitted against one an- 
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other in hatred and strife. It was the motive 
that made him forsake home and bodily 
comforts and welcome the greatest priva¬ 
tions in order to win souls back to the Sacred 
Heart. It was this hunger for the spread of 
Christ’s kingdom that made him despise 
honors, wealth, the esteem of men! He 
loved Christ! He loved immortal souls! 

There is another “ Francis ” whose zeal 
for God’s glory burns with a kindred flame! 
“ I recognize and honor not only the natural 
rights of the individual,” said the Most Rev. 
Francis Spellman, Archbishop of New York, 
recently, “ but the Godlike character of his 
immortal soul. . . . The chief means to 
victory is fidelity to our religious convictions 
and to the teachings of the Ten Command¬ 
ments.” . . . This demands loyalty . . . 
self-denial, born of love. . . . Such love 
alone will bring the victory of which His 
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Excellency speaks . . . inspiring courage 
and hope in the world’s darkest hours! 

St. Francis taught detachment from things 
of earth in order to cling solely to God and 
heavenly things. “ My God and my All! ” 
was his continual prayer . . . his life . . . 
his love ... his ALL. . . . 

Someone has said, 66 Love is a pattern of 
sunlight.” Let me realize this pattern to¬ 
day, if there is someone sitting in the dark¬ 
ness of despondency, of ignorance, of phys¬ 
ical or spiritual discomfort; someone 
longing for the sunlight of charity, of for¬ 
giveness, of peace, of generosity ... I 
shall not mind the cost . . . Jesus, help me 
trace this pattern today indelibly on many 
souls. 

Suffering and blighted lives must be the 
object of our charity ... to quicken, to 
cheer and encourage them must be our ear- 
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nest study! But how can this be done if we 
wince at the least exertion and shrink from 
the mere thought of self-renunciation! . . . 
in ignoble self-pity. . . . 

Let me garner the bright golden sheaves 
of love! The world needs this harvesting 
today more than ever! This moment the 
harvest is ripe, but the ripening sheaves 
tremble under the blasts and storms of 
hatred and envy and strife ... 0 God, 
give us peace! ... a lasting peace! . . . 
subject all hearts to the sweet empire of Thy 
love. . . . 

Let me garner some of these sheaves! 
bright, golden they are, with the gold of self- 
denial, of true charity, of self-effacement! 
Let me do this wherever I can promote the 
cause of my neighbor, cheer his saddened 
heart, dry his just tears, bathe his feverish 
brow with the cooling pack of unselfish af- 
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fection; raise his drooping spirits, he an 
angel of love to a brother, a sister, a com¬ 
panion-in-arms . . . more especially in 
the spiritual army of Christ! . . . But also 
in the line of civilian service ... to the 
actually destitute . . . bodily and spiritu¬ 
ally. . . . 

Let me be the sower of the seed of love, 
of joy, of strength, by reaching out a help¬ 
ing hand to one in need! To one whom I 
may have inadvertently wronged or even 
willfully grieved! To one who has wronged 
me . . . whose disloyalty has caused me 
great sorrow! But who lacks the nobility 
of character to make the first gesture to¬ 
wards reconciliation. . . . Cowardice like 
this mocks charity . . . precipitates blood¬ 
shed and strife. . . . 

Christ’s treatment of His inferiors was 
something admirable! His love was more 
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than friendly sentiment or readiness to help, 
or simple benevolence ... it was an active 
and ardent love of His brethren; of even 
those who plotted against Him. . . . Pause 
here to reflect on the heroic virtue this re¬ 
quires. . . . Oh, the blessings God would 
pour out upon a troubled world if it sought 
Christ ... the living God ... if in all 
its deliberations and international as well as 
national contacts it were guided by the prin¬ 
ciples of faith ... of charity ... of 
justice. . . . These are the lessons the 
world needs today. 

66 We should never desire to be above 
others, but rather to be below, and to obey 
all men . . .” Francis writes to his breth¬ 
ren. We marvel at the way he continued to 
love those who disapproved of his purpose 
to give up everything and serve God alone. 
It is known that Angelo, 46 his brother after 
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the flesh, even as his father, pursued him 
with venomous words.” But this he pa¬ 
tiently even lovingly bore, rejoicing in be¬ 
ing found worthy to suffer for Christ. Let 
us not forget the unspeakable pain this atti¬ 
tude on the part of a father and a brother 
must have caused the young Francis. . . . 
What is my conduct in like moments? . . . 
Is the abiding presence of God my comfort 
and support? . . . 

Francis never faltered in his love for 
Friar Elias . . . no matter how bitterly the 
latter inveighed against him . . . Francis 
sought love in its proper source . . . the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus . . . and excelled in 
the sweet lesson of the Master, u Learn of 
Me, for I am meek and humble of heart! ” 
... He was well disposed to pray in the 
spirit of universal love . . . “ Lord, make 
me an instrument of peace! ” . . . Willing 
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followers of the Poverello reiterate the same 
petition . . . asking God to bless our hearts 
and homes. . . . 

The Rev. Dr. Edgar Schmiedeler, O.S.B., 
incessantly cautions us to hold high the sanc¬ 
tities of the home and the family ... he 
asks us to revivify the Association of the 
Holy Family, for which the glorious Leo 
XIII and our late Holy Father Pius XI elo¬ 
quently pleaded, “ making it a means of 
building a strong and genuinely Christian 
family morale, of making of the domestic 
world again what our present Supreme Shep¬ 
herd said it should be, 6 the impregnable 
citadel of Christian culture.’ ” 

Our hearts burn within us as we hear 
words of such tremendous import . . . and 
we pray, “ Stay with us, Lord, for the day 
is now far spent! ” . . . Stay with us in our 
homes. . . . Stay with us when our dear 
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ones are taken from us by the exigencies 
of war. . . . Stay with us when we are 
tempted to grow despondent. . . . How 
beautifully Christ is brought into the lives 
of fathers and their soldier sons at the Com¬ 
munion Table, where they meet in His 
Sacred Heart, is graphically suggested in 
the following tribute. 

66 We should have bigger and more fre¬ 
quent expressions of faith,” said Judge 
James C. Connell, addressing the Holy 
Name Society of St. Luke’s parish (Lake- 
wood). 66 A man should receive Holy Com¬ 
munion once a month as a matter of duty, 
once a week out of respect to his Heavenly 
Father, and every day for love of his Fa¬ 
ther.” . . . We pause to thank Christ for 
dwelling among us in the Blessed Sacrament 
. . . and resolve to show forth in our daily 
life that 66 active, vibrant, spreading, con- 
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tagious Catholicity ” which should be ours. 
. . . Stay with us, 0 Jesus, in the daily 
breaking of the bread ... if all else 
should be taken from us. . . . Stay with 
us! In the holy Sacrifice of the Mass . . . 
when sorrow enters our home, stay with us! 

In these days of grave and serious calam¬ 
ity, our people readily resort to prayer and 
sacrifice when they are called upon to take 
up spiritual armaments ... to rise above 
petty dislikes and discriminations that cast 
a blight upon Christian charity and sweet 
forgiveness of injuries. . . . 

Thousands of worshipers on their knees 
publicly imploring heaven’s aid present a 
glorious spectacle. ... It connotes an 
abundance of God’s blessings . . . patience 
in suffering ... it generates courage in 
time of trial . . . when under fire ... in 
every need for body and soul . . . for a fu- 
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ture of happiness and success . . . for pres¬ 
ent blessings on loved ones . . . for our 
parents . . . our sons, our brothers, and 
fathers, in danger of being killed or wounded 
in battle ... for civic and religious lead¬ 
ers that Divine Wisdom may direct their de¬ 
liberations . . . for peace of soul . . . for 
grace to suffer meritoriously. . . . 

“ We pray Thee, 0 Lord, for the civil au¬ 
thorities of our land that guided by Thy 
wisdom they may restore the peace,” was 
the fervent prayer of Archbishop Joseph 
Schrembs in union with a vast concourse of 
people during a public hour of prayer for 
peace, when 1942 was still young, “ Bless, 
0 Lord, our country and its free institutions, 
and preserve them unto us.” . . . The 
floodgates of heaven seemed to be opened in 
that solemn moment . . . inspiring peace 
and hope and love. . . . 
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Christlike love of God and compassion 
with the oppressed, with the sufferings of 
uncounted multitudes, moved His Excel¬ 
lency to gather his flock in this memorable 
holy hour, sponsored by the Cleveland Dean¬ 
ery of the Holy Name Society, and instituted 
66 for national victory and a lasting peace 
with justice and freedom for all na¬ 
tions.” . . . 

The Franciscan ideal of beholding Christ 
Himself in all men is here perfectly exempli¬ 
fied . . . with the Seraphic Saint, who al¬ 
ways sympathized with his stricken and 
suffering brethren, we humbly plead, 

“ Lord make me an instrument of peace! 

Where there is hatred , let me sow love! 99 
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“ Where There Is Injury, Let Me Sow 
Pardon 99 

“ Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing 99 (Luke 23:34). 
Let me be forgiving as was my supreme 
Model! Let me not bear the slightest ill will 
against anyone, remembering that it is 
sweeter far to forgive and to forget than to 
entertain unkind thoughts and feelings. 

This is the sublimest lesson ever taught 
mankind. But I cannot of myself learn it; 
0 Jesus, help me! . . . Christ on the cross 
set us the inimitable example of forgiveness 
and pardon. He prayed for those who were 
inflicting the most inhuman torments upon 
Him. His charity was infinite! It must 
have silenced them for the moment! Per¬ 
haps it evoked sentiments of shame and con- 
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trition deep in the breast of one or the other 
of these men! 

What a mystery of divine grace! What 
a mystery of divine forgiveness! Christ 
prays for His enemies! Dare I ever hesitate 
to speak the forgiving word? 

Let me never cease to pray for all who are 
near and dear to me! For all whom I may 
ever have offended or who have unwittingly 
offended or grieved me. Let me be Christ- 
like, 0 Jesus! ... in the spirit of the 
Poverello. . . . 

A forgiving soul is humble, meek, lowly 
in her esteem; her presence is like a sun¬ 
beam, shedding its mellow light into the 
darkest recesses of coldness, of indifference, 
and leaving peace and joy of heart where 
before was unrest, discontent, and even 
hatred ... to God’s angels it is known 
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what joy and peace St. Francis brought into 
countless hearts . . . how nobly he for¬ 
gave. . . . 

0 Jesus, let there be healing in this world, 
where violence is the weapon of the cow¬ 
ardly, the godless, the haughty, the proud! 
This is the sum and substance of the pardon 
we must sow in all hearts; it is the meas¬ 
ure of our being Christlike — the reflection 
of Him who would not extinguish the smok¬ 
ing flax, nor break the bruised reed. St. 
Paul exhorts the Romans to practice forgiv¬ 
ing charity. 66 Do not avenge yourselves, 
beloved, but give place to the wrath, for it is 
written, 6 Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
says the Lord’” (Rom. 12:19). . . . 
How many broken homes are the result 
of unwillingness to forgive ... of dis¬ 
cord and contention among relatives . . . 
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broken homes corrupt morals . . . endan¬ 
ger social purity . . . impair a nation’s 
vitality. . . . 

In his constructive plans for a future in 
which Religion will triumph, Archbishop 
McNicholas insists that 66 religious leaders 
must agree on a plan of action to combat the 
forces destroying or weakening the influence 
of the home.” . . . Again, “ Religious in¬ 
struction and discipline ” must be stressed 
during “ youth’s formative years.” . . . 
Well might this be a page out of the story of 
the Poverello’s work for the reconstruction 
of Christian living ... 0 God, give us the 
grace to carry it out . . . that we may have 
worthy leaders . . . men of God. . . . 

The mission of the Friars Minor accord¬ 
ing to St. Francis was “ to heal the w T ounded, 
bind up the broken-hearted, and recall them 
that had erred.” He wanted them to be 
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copies of the Master. . . . What nobler mis¬ 
sion could be given us! . . . World peace 
would be assured overnight if this forgiving 
spirit were fostered ... at great cost to 
personal opinion and comfort . . . and de¬ 
sires. . . . 

“ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those that trespass against us! ” . . . We 
ask God to forgive us our faults and short¬ 
comings in His loving kindness ... if I 
refuse to forgive those who have offended 
me, I cannot say the Our Father in earnest 
. . . God will not pardon us unless we par¬ 
don wholeheartedly those who may have 
wronged us. . . . It is hard for the proud 
man to realize that the fault lies with him 
. . . that he often merely imagines others 
have hurt him intentionally or even mali¬ 
ciously. . . . 

How much good is left undone because 
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of someone’s refusal to hold out a forgiving 
hand. . . . Only the vain and proud man 
waits for the other to make the first move 
towards acknowledging his mistake. . . . 
I must forgive my brother from my heart, 
otherwise God will not forgive me. . . . 
Lord, let me always forgive . . . always 
bestow a kindness upon one I may have in¬ 
jured. . . . 

“ Bless them that persecute you; bless and 
curse not ”... St. Francis merely para¬ 
phrases the injunction of St. Paul; “ to bless 
those that persecute ” is to wish them every 
imaginable good and as far as lies in our 
power help them attain it. . . . 

Animated with the spirit of these two great 
followers of Christ and apostles of His ten¬ 
der mercies, the American Hierarchy de¬ 
sires nothing more earnestly in the present 
conflict than to bring souls to the King of 
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Peace, to help establish peace in all hearts, 
to bless and to heal the wounds of an afflicted 
world. In a letter addressed to President 
Roosevelt at Christmas, by His Excellency, 
Archbishop Mooney, the Bishops of our 
country pledged their wholehearted support 
to the Chief Executive, voicing a patriotism 
instinct with Christian faith, hope, and char¬ 
ity, and promising all in their power to safe¬ 
guard “ our God-given blessings of free¬ 
dom.” 3 . . . 

“We will zealously fulfil our spiritual 
ministry in the sacred cause of our country’s 
service . . .” they assure the President. 
“We will lead our priests and people in con¬ 
stant prayer that God may bear you up under 
the heavy burdens that weigh upon you, 
that He may guide you and all who share 

3 The Most Rev. Edward Mooney, Archbishop of De¬ 
troit, Chairman, Administrative Board. 

— 63 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 


with you responsibility for the nation’s gov¬ 
ernance and security, that He may strengthen 
us all to win a victory that will be a blessing 
not for our nation alone but for the whole 
world.” . . . 

It gave him “ strength and courage,” was 
the President’s happy reply. 66 Please con¬ 
vey to all of your brethren in the Episcopate 
assurance of my heartfelt appreciation . . . 
in the difficult days that lie ahead ... we 
shall be glad to remember your patriotic 
action in placing your institutions and their 
consecrated personnel at the disposal of the 
government.” . . . 

Such shining loyalty to God and country 
radiates enthusiasm for high adventure and 
ultimate victory in the conflict, and invests 
with deeper meaning the words of the gentle 
Francis: 66 The Lord is with us, 0 Brother, 
and He has spoken to me! ”... 

— 64 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 


The Lord is truly speaking to us through 
His Church . . . through our ecclesiastic 
as well as civic leaders. . . . 

Assuring more than 2,000 members of the 
League of Catholic Women that Paganism is 
the real cause of the present war, His Emi¬ 
nence, Cardinal O’Connell, stressed the 
power of prayer and example as woman’s 
most effective weapons: “ Lift up your 
hearts in prayer to God every day, that you 
may be able by God’s strength to do His Will 
and to face whatever difficulties come in the 
way of life. ... Be what you are always, 
good, honorable Catholic women, true to 
your religion and faithful and loyal to your 
country. There lies the secret of all the good 
work which has been accomplished and 
which will be accomplished with God’s bless¬ 
ing, during these days of crisis.” 4 . . . 

4 Sixth Diocesan Congress of the League of Catholic 
Women of the Archdiocese of Boston. 
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Fearless Champion of the Church, His 
Eminence bids us raise up spiritual ramparts 
and rise to the full stature of our manhood 
and womanhood in the sacred defenses it is 
ours to hold ... in the highest kind of 
service it is ours to render ... to God 
. . . to Country ... to the Church. . . . 

“ Should the modern mind be sur¬ 
prised? ” asks the Rev. Dr. Edmund A. 
Walsh, S.J., vice-president of Georgetown 
University, in a similar vein, probing so¬ 
ciety’s ills. 66 Did it not joyfully, super¬ 
ficially, and superciliously create the very 
conditions which led straight to the present 
strategy? Did it not deify matter above 
spirit; worship speed, careless of direction; 
and ignore the exquisite charity of St. Fran¬ 
cis of Assisi for the frigid naturalism of 
scientific efficiency in the production of ex¬ 
changeable commodities, and eulogize the 
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impersonality of mass production? ”... 
66 Forgive us our trespasses,” Lord, we 
pray. . . . 

In the spirit of pardon and of the “ ex¬ 
quisite charity of St. Francis ” we join in 
the beautiful prayer Cardinal Hinsley be¬ 
sought his people to cherish during Holy 
Week . . . “ earnest prayer and self-sacri¬ 
fice to implore God’s mercy to obtain strength 
in the struggle against the powers of evil, 
consolation for all who are suffering, eter¬ 
nal rest for those who have fallen and a just 
peace.” . . . as the weeks wear on may they 
all be holy ... in humble supplication 
and generosity. . . . 

Convinced of the power of prayer in 
strengthening our spiritual fortifications, 
the Rev. Dr. John P. Boland 5 also recom- 

5 Chairman of the New York State Labor Relations 
Board. 
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mends prayer, and in this instance it is a 
short prayer to insure God’s blessing par¬ 
ticularly upon the American laborer: 

66 Almighty Father, I off er Thee, this 
day, every thought and word and action of 
mine as prayers of faith in Thee, of hope 
in Thy provident care, of love of Thee 
and Thy justice. May my prayers paral¬ 
lel all my work and sacrifices for Amer¬ 
ica. Bless America now and forever. 
Amen.” . . . 

We will join in this stimulating prayer and 
remember that our brethren in the Mystical 
Body are suffering from ills that prayer 
alone can heal . . . but prayer must be 
linked with suffering in the spirit of ex¬ 
piation. ... 66 Morality based on faith ” 
is for this tireless apostle of the working 
man, whose immortal soul gleams with the 
impress of the Divinity, the expression of 
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Christianity ... it must be just that for 
every true follower of Christ. . . . 

“ Burning love for the souls of men and 
the great charity that belongs to the su¬ 
premely sane ” was the distinctive mark of 
the Poverello in the eyes of the great pontiff, 
Innocent III . . . it must be our unflinch¬ 
ing aim . . . with the Umbrian Saint I 
humbly pray, 

“ Lord , make me an instrument of peace! 

Where there is injury , let me sotv par¬ 
don! 99 

* * * 

“ Where There Is Doubt , Let Me Soiv 
Faith ! 99 

“ I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life!” (John 14:16). What a consoling 
word from the lips of Christ! What cour¬ 
age it inspires! How can I doubt when my 
Saviour leads the way? Shows me its pit- 
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falls and tells me how to circumvent them 
. . . warns and cautions me when the 
hazards are the greatest? . . . When He 
points to His own divine example! 

Archbishop Glennon would have us keep 
close to God in all our relations and reach 
out a kindly hand to all alike in Christlike 
love . . . this he holds to be the ideal way 
of healing social ills. . . . “ And I be¬ 
lieve,” said the venerable octogenarian, 
with a wisdom born of deep faith, and as 
one who through wide and enriched experi¬ 
ence reads well the human heart, “ that we 
must fulfill our duty to worship Almighty 
God. He is, for the nation as well as for 
the individual, the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life.” ... Yet there are those who doubt 
. . . for these we pray . . . “ Arise, 0 
Lord, help us and redeem us for Thy name’s 
sake!” (Ps. 43). . . . • 
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Think of the sublime moment when a 
poor, suffering woman heard from the lips 
of Christ the powerful word, “ Daughter, thy 
faith has saved thee! ” (Mark 5:34). Oh, 
that the world would again win from the lips 
of the gentle Christ such words of comfort 
and strength! Let me banish invidious 
doubt. . . . Let faith shine out in every 
word and work. . . . “ 0 thou of little 
faith, why didst thou doubt? ” (Matt. 
14:31). Can I doubt in the face of such 
incontestable proofs of God’s merciful love? 

. . . Even when loved ones are torn from 
me ... by reason of man’s refusal to hear 
the truth ... to follow the Crucified. . . . 

“ 0 woman, great is thy faith! ” (Matt. 
15:28). Let me hear these words from 
Thee, my dearest Jesus, when I visit Thee in 
the Blessed Sacrament . . . when I receive 
Holy Communion . . . when grace has 
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triumphed over nature in a bitter struggle. 
. . . Give faith to the world, 0 Lord! Let 
men turn to Thee with contrite hearts and no 
longer question “ why,” but humbly confess, 
“ I believe! ” Let them deserve to hear the 
consoling word from Thee . . . “ great is 
thy faith! ” . . . great was the faith of the 
Poverello ... he built on a rock and the 
Rock was Christ. . . . 

In this age of uncertainty and misplace¬ 
ment of values, the good are often sorely 
tried. But so were they from the beginning. 
The kingdom of heaven always suffered vio¬ 
lence. Perhaps I, too, will be the victim of 
doubt, even if my better judgment assures 
me that Jesus will never allow His spouses 
. . . His loved ones . . . those who suffer 
for His sake ... to be assailed beyond 
their strength. 

Let me be a shining light of faith and con- 
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fidence in the omnipotent love of my cruci¬ 
fied, loving Saviour! Let me hold aloft the 
torch of implicit trust in Him . . . when 
my faith would waver . . . when I am 
tempted to question the “ why ” of certain 
untoward happenings. “ Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, I trust in Thee! ” . . . Keep my mind 
and heart and soul pure and undefiled . . . 
no matter where I may be sent, even if the 
errand be dangerous, so long as my heart is 
pure, my faith unshaken. ... 66 Be Thou 
my own bright Light, to which I look for 
guidance and for peace,” I pray with Cardi¬ 
nal Newman. “ Let me find and feel Thee 
to be my only joy, my only refuge, my only 
strength, my only comfort, my only hope, 
my only fear, my only love.” 

Think of Christ’s public humiliations 
. . . when the vilest criminal was preferred 
to Him! Hope and faith should spring from 
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such a contemplation! . . . think of St. 
Francis spending whole nights in contem¬ 
plating the sacred passion of Christ . . . 
living only for the Crucified. . . . 

Let me believe in Thy divine presence, 0 
God, even if I feel no sensible devotion. 
. . . Let me not wound Thy gentle Heart 
by mistrusting Thee . . . doubting Thy 
tender goodness! . . . When loved ones 
are in peril . . . “ Lord, Thou knowest 
that I love Thee! ” 

When the sunlight is obscured, let me not 
be disturbed, but strong in faith keep my 
spirits high . . . make me strong in the 
faith that Thou, 0 God, art with me! . . . 
Thy love and Thy grace are sufficient for 
me. . . . 

Let me view all things from the super¬ 
natural point of vantage . . . faith is the 
foundation and root of our union with God 
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in everything ... it is the source of our 
strength ... a light in darkness . . . 
comfort in distress. 66 Faith,” says Cardinal 
Newman, “ is the simple lifting of the mind 
to the Unseen God.” . . . how vividly 
Francis beheld the beauty of the hidden God 
in every untoward happening. . . . 

How can I waver when I consider how 
Christ interposed His sinless Body between 
me and the offended Majesty of God! 0 
God, grant me faith! . . . 

The example of my faith must be a light 
that shines into doubting hearts . . . my 
actions must correspond with my profession 
of faith; . . . without faith there can be no 
union of minds and hearts. 

In Christ] ike zeal I should speak the liv¬ 
ing word of faith that its power may dispel 
doubt and hesitancy. . . . How many souls 
languish in gross ignorance of the simplest 
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truths of our holy faith. ... I can speak 
that word of counsel . . . help them know 
and love their God. . . . 

“ Fill the gap in Christ’s army,” Cardinal 
Farley, of blessed memory, said to the first 
priest he was privileged to ordain for Mary- 
knoll. “ Many will follow you. So lead 
that these many may see the way clear to 
follow after you, up, up to the very throne 
of God.” G . . . There is nothing better cal¬ 
culated to kindle enthusiasm for our dear 
Lord and the immortal souls He died to 
bring home to the Father, than words like 
these. . . . 

“ Put your own selves to test, whether you 
are in the faith. Do you not know your¬ 
selves that Christ Jesus is in you? ” (2 Cor. 
13:5). Much is implied in the injunction 

9 Daniel Sargent: All the Day Long. Daniel Mc- 
Shane, ordained Nov. 10, 1914, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
New York. 
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of St. Paul. How can I be indifferent to the 
interests of the Sacred Heart of Christ . . . 
of Holy Church ... if I am fully con¬ 
scious of the radiant reality of the faith that 
is in me! . . . Totalitarian philosophies 
will not prevail against the truth that is 
Christ . . . courage and heroism that 
spring from the cross of Christ alone can 
stay its ravages. . . . 

Am I aware of the great good that a sin¬ 
gle act of divine love will bring to me? . . . 
A single act of faith and love is worth more 
than all the joys of this world! . . . I must 
be ready to sell everything in order to pur¬ 
chase the pearl of great price! . . . Every¬ 
thing . . . self-will . . . my temperamen¬ 
tal defects . . . personal preferences . . . 
my pet peeves . . . dislikes of those who 
are uncongenial or fretful. ... I must be 
ready to espouse the most troublesome tasks 
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that the peace of Christ may reign in His 
Church . . . even when Godless rulers as¬ 
sail and persecute it . . . give us holy 
priests to guide and direct us in the works 
of holiness. . . . 

Let me overcome all doubt and hesitancy 
in following Christ ... I cannot follow 
Him when He shall appear as Judge of the 
whole world . . . the only way in which I 
can imitate Him however slightly is in His 
life of self-sacrifice . . . of surpassing love 
... of humility and abasement. ... It 
was thus in the time of Francis of Assisi 
. . . his mission to the world of his day 
is incumbent upon his faithful followers 
today ... in union with him I will be pa¬ 
tient and compassionate with those who suf¬ 
fer .. . who are disheartened . . . who 
crave a kindly word. . . . 

Let me know, love, and follow my Be- 
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loved. . . . But sacrifice does not mean the 
mere bearing of sorrow and grief, as it over¬ 
whelms us with all its anxiety and pain, un¬ 
der which we sigh and complain . . . but 
everything depends upon the spirit of sacri¬ 
fice ... the love with which we accept 
the trial from the hands of Him who 
made the supreme Sacrifice for us on the 
cross. . . . 

Sacrifice means, “ Doing all for the love 
of God! ” . . . with complete self-oblation. 
... I will study the public life of Jesus in 
order to know, love, and imitate His spirit 
of self-effacement . . . the most beautiful 
picture, one which must have thrilled the 
the heart of the Little Poor Man of Assisi, is 
that of Our Lord, a noble figure, though 
poorly clad, with a gentle yet earnest mien. 
. . . He is surrounded by His disciples, 
poor fishermen, simple, unassuming, honest 
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souls . . . faith proclaims aloud that He 
is Christ, the Son of the Living God! 0 God, 
grant me faith! . . . this was the Christ that 
wrung from the ecstatic soul of Francis the 
oft-repeated joyful cry, “ My God and My 
All! ”... 

Like the Poverello, I must remember that 
there is only one thing that counts . . . that 
I can be a disciple of Christ only in so far 
as I share His arduous labors . . . follow 
in His footsteps . . . and immolate myself 
for the salvation of immortal souls. . . . 

We should be one with Jesus who became 
man for us . . . we must strip off the old 
man and put on Christ. . . . Imitate the 
gentleness and courtesy of Christ, when you 
wait on the sick, the infirm, or the poor. . . . 
Observe Christ going about making all 
things well. . . . Observe St. Francis, per¬ 
fect copy of the Master . . . doing even the 
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least thing for love of Him. . . . If manual 
labor becomes irksome or distasteful, go to 
the workshop in Nazareth and there observe 
Jesus your model. . . . Learn from Mary’s 
beautiful example how to copy this Divine 
Model . . . trait for trait. . . . 

In difficult situations do not doubt . . . 
and yield to despondency . . . but go to the 
temple at Jerusalem . . . even His Mother 
asked, “ Son, why hast thou done so to us? ” 
Hear His gentle reproach, “ Did you not 
know that I must be about my Father’s busi¬ 
ness? ” (Luke 2:49, 50). . . . I, too, must 
be about my 66 Father’s business ”... it 
may be suffering . . . accepting willingly 
my share of the burdens we have to bear in 
common. . . . 

Mary kept these words of Eternal Wis¬ 
dom in her heart ... I must seek Jesus in 
the temple . . . which is every Catholic 
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home . . . every loyal heart . . . every 
bed of pain . . . which is every Catholic 
Church . . . where He is about His 
Father’s business night and day . . . in the 
Tabernacle . . . waiting for me to bring 
Him all my cares and worries . . . my 
hopes and promises ... to seek His coun¬ 
sel in difficult hours ... to thank Him for 
dwelling in our midst. . . . 

With St. Francis I must seek Him in the 
beauties and delights of nature ... in the 
fruitfulness of the fields ... in the glory 
of simple, manual labor ... in the spread¬ 
ing of His love ... in making His Blessed 
Mother My Queen. . . . 

The Poverello placed his trust in her 
powerful intercession . . . and his Friars 
through the ages excelled in singing her 
praises . . . promoting devotion to her 
. . . whom to this day they glory in salut- 
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ing as 66 Queen of the Order of Friars 
Minor! ” The Seraphic Doctor, St. Bona- 
venture, who promoted the ringing of the 
Angelus to proclaim Our Lady’s praise . . . 
St. Bernardine of Siena, who gave us the 
beautiful prayer, We fly to thy patronage 
. . . Duns Scotus, the Subtle Doctor, and 
the devotion to the Immaculate Conception 
. . . to name but a few Sons of St. Fran¬ 
cis who have shed lustre upon the glorious 
Name of their Queen. . . . 

Through the intercession of Thy Blessed 
Mother, to whom our country is in a special 
manner dedicated, in union with the Saint of 
the Portiuncula, I pray, 

“ Lord, make me an instrument of 
peace! ” 

In the glory of this faith our courage 
waxes strong for a well-ordered and just 
peace built on the bedrock principles fear- 
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lessly enunciated by men eminently quali¬ 
fied to lead ... to instil confidence and 
serenity in facing the most critical situa¬ 
tions, to help us meet painful trials with a 
high heart and nobility of soul. . . . 

“ We are fighting to keep what has been 
demonstrated to be the breath of our national 
life,” Clarence Manion succinctly states, 
“ namely, 6 A nation conceived in liberty 
and dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal.’ We cannot pledge our 
lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor for 
anything less than those articles of American 
faith which inspired our political ancestors 
to construct a nation out of their firm reliance 
upon the wisdom of Divine Providence. . . . 
Let us keep our fighting faith firm lest, in the 
hour of victory, we go over to the enemy.” 7 

7 Clarence Manion, Dean of Law, University of Notre 
Dame, in “ Fighting for our God-given Rights.” 
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Sublime, indeed, is the faith that springs 
from such recognition of our sacred origins! 
... 66 the first requisite of any declaration 
of human rights,” says Dean Manion, 66 is 
a fervent act of Faith.” . . . 

“ Into the peace fabric,” the Hon. Henry 
A. Wallace observes, “ there.must be built 
not only rights — rights recognizing the 
sacredness of the individual human soul — 
but duties — a sense of duty, to world hu¬ 
manity. Our faith is humble, profound, and 
essentially peaceful.” ... In these stir¬ 
ring and troubled times our hearts are lifted 
above petty doubts and fears in the presence 
of such sterling integrity of faith ... we 
recall with positive joy the living words of 
Joseph Plunkett — Irish hero of that memo¬ 
rable Easter week — “ I know the spark of 
God has no eclipse,” and humbly with im¬ 
plicit trust we pray, 
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“ Lord, make me an instrument of peace! 

Where there is doubt, let me sow faith! ” 

With a high sense of the responsibility of 
Catholic educators to achieve these laudable 
ends, particularly in this day of distorted 
values, Archbishop Stritch, addressing the 
National Catholic Educational Association, 
meeting in his See City, envisages them as 
spiritual builders. “ Your work these days 
is to beg and persuade all educators to try 
to understand that without religion there can 
be no rights, no duties, no solidarity, no 
freedoms . . . that not on materialism, not 
on nationalism, but only on the Gospel of 
Christ can you build the life of a nation, that 
only in the Gospel of Christ may men fairly 
and honestly say, we are fighting for free¬ 
dom.” 

If His Excellency and others to whom we 
look for guidance, seem to be giving us 
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strong meats, they do it with wisdom and 
spiritual discernment . . . peace must be 
ours at a dear price . . . we must direct our 
efforts towards but one aim . . . sanctifi¬ 
cation of self and the salvation of the 
worldly minded . . . the healing of socie¬ 
ty’s wounds . . . unshaken faith must light 
our paths . . . there is no time for idle 
speculation . . . wandering listlessly in 
the byways of doubt and self-complacency 
. . . our duty is clear . . . “ Our Father, 
who art in heaven! ” . . . no effort was too 
painstaking or burdensome for the Poverello 
where spiritual values hung in the balance 
. . . it must be the same with us. . . . 

Quite in keeping with this realization is 
the unqualified declaration of the Rev. Dr. 
William Ward Ayer, pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church in New York, concerning the 
present world conditions: “. . . for this 
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pagan could never have arisen in a world 
that was trusting in God and living as our 
Heavenly Father would have his children 
live ... it takes moral courage and a 
spiritual discernment, which in humility 
leans heavily upon God, to create a genuine 
peace.” . . . Lord, increase our faith! 

“ Lord , make me an instrument of peace! 

Where there is doubt , let me sow faith! 99 

* * * 

“ Where There Is Despair , Let Me Sow 
Hope! 99 

“ My God, My God, why hast Thou for¬ 
saken Me! ” (Mark 15:35). Though Our 
Lord cried out in intense anguish, He had 
not lost His trust in God, for we hear that 
other cry, “ Father, into Thy hands I com¬ 
mend my spirit! ” (Luke 23:46). The ten¬ 
derness of Christ’s love for the Father mani- 
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fested itself above all in His unbounded 
trust; the magnitude of His confidence was 
a thing of exquisite beauty. . . . 

The last words uttered by Divine Love! 
How full of hope and trust! The cry of a 
beloved Son to the best of Fathers. . . . 
How beautiful is hope! . . . 

Hope springs from the root of faith . . . 
peace and joy are the fruits that grow on the 
tree of hope . . . men who are firm in faith 
are cheerful; they will more readily cast off 
momentary discomfort and discouragement; 
they will more easily embrace the hardest 
things with enthusiasm . . . not easily grow 
despondent . . . this was the secret of the 
Poverello’s constant equanimity of soul and 
cheerfulness ... in spite of difficulties 
... he was not spared crosses and trials 
from within and without. . . . 

When sufferings come over me, let me 
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show that hope is my star . . . they must 
come, if I desire to have part with Christ 
... a thorn-crowned . . . cross-laden 
Christ . . . Him the Saint of Assisi loved 
with every fiber of his being. . . . Am I 
truly devoted to the crucified Christ? . . . 
Do I preach Him crucified, by word . . . 
at the opportune moment . . . but more 
by a holy life? 

“ Lay down the burden of your own will 
. . . forget those things which are behind, 
and reach forth to those which are before ” 
. . . here is the source of hope. . . . 
Think of the courage with which the 
Blessed Virgin pronounced her “ Fiat! ” 
. . . The greatest saints were often sorely 
tried by reverses of every sort and even sub¬ 
jected to the severest tests of fortitude, but 
with their eyes fixed upon Thy imperishable 
promises, 0 Lord, they persevered joyfully. 
— 90 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 


Says Father Daly, “ Hope puts backbone 
into ouf desire and sends it swinging down 
the road to its objective.” . . . Hope is be¬ 
lieving ... is loving . . . hope is a star 
in the night ... an oasis in vast distances 
of worldliness. . . . 

One of the finest things said about the 
Poverello comes from the lips of the Vicar 
of Christ, Pope Innocent III, one of the 
greatest of the occupants of the Chair of 
Peter: “ Of a truth, this is the man who by 
his works and by his doctrine shall sustain 
the Church of Christ.” . . . Thus did God 
reward the invincible hope and trust of 
Francis . . . how admirably he realized in 
his own life and in his hosts of sons and 
daughters the true Franciscan ideal “ to be¬ 
long, like Christ and His apostles, only to 
the people . . . to share all their sufferings 
and their joys ” . . , a fruitful source of 
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great good in the Church . . . this is a 
blessing that springs from unbounded hope 
in God’s loving providence . . . rooted in 
faith. . . . 

St. Paul speaks of “ Peace through the 
Blood of His Cross.” . . . Hope in the great 
Heart of Christ, who is aware of my ut¬ 
ter weakness . . . my failures . . . who 
promises to remain with us in persecution 
... in prison ... in times of the great¬ 
est afflictions and trials of every sort . . . 
when poverty, exile, and hunger are the 
price exacted of us for our loyalty. . . . 
Let me hope in Thy never-failing succor, 0 
Lord! . . . 

Hope is the rock of safety ... it has 
been called the sweet assurance that God will 
give us what we ask ... an overflowing 
measure. . . . 

u Let us not be wise and learned accord- 
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ing to the flesh/’ was the Poverello’s coun¬ 
sel to his brethren, 66 but simple, humble, 
and pure.” 0 Jesus, give me light and 
strength to carry out this wholesome spir¬ 
itual counsel in imitation of the Pover- 
ello. . . . 

The Psalmist says: “ In peace in the self¬ 
same I will sleep, and I will rest. For Thou, 
0 Lord, singularly hast setded me in hope ” 
(4:10). . . . 

Even if the world is not at peace, there 
should always be peace in the hearts and 
souls of all good Christians. The world 
will enjoy peace when it returns to God. 
. . . Peace, says St. Augustine, is “ the 
trancjuillity of order ”... but hearts that 
are “ simple, humble, and pure ” are at 
peace. . . . 

Francis, who walked in the footsteps of 
his Master, sought to restore peace to a 
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world made up of discordant and warring 
factions. His motto bears us out , 66 The Lord 
give thee peace! ” Wherever they came, 
his brethren must bring peace and harmony 
among men, St. Francis maintained. . . . 
What a glorious mission! It must be mine 
... in the face of all the sacrifices it en¬ 
tails. . . . 

How inspiring the trust of our spiritual 
leaders! 66 We have our own national sins 
to confess and to repent,” observes Msgr. 
Michael J. Ready, “ but thank God our na¬ 
tion as a nation still guards inviolate the 
rights of the Church to carry on with full 
liberty her own mission of salvation. . . . 
And the Church in the United States rejoices 
in her freedom and cherishes the opportunity 
to build up in this Republic the Kingdom of 
God among men.” ... With glowing en¬ 
thusiasm we pause to recite the Credo! I 
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believe ... in the one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic Church! 

Not in vain did Francis make the whole 
world his cloister. . . . Countless souls 
have gathered to his standard . . . young 
and old . . . and carried out the sweet les¬ 
sons of virtue in the midst of a sinful world. 
. . . The tenor of Catholic action today 
seems to be the flowering of the spirit that 
he sought to spread along the highways 
and byways of Umbria . . . and of the 
world. . . . 

“ Expect great things of God,” was the 
sage counsel of the late Cardinal Gibbons to 
young America’s spokesman. As the lights 
of earth began to dim for the country’s fore¬ 
most Apostle of Christ, he read clearly the 
eternal scroll on which was emblazoned the 
one word “ Faith.” . . . “ Of all elements 
that are important for success,” the beloved 
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prelate advised, “ the most important is 
Faith. . . . And no great thing comes to 
any man unless he has courage, even in dark 
days, to expect great things; to expect them 
of himself, of his fellow men, of America, 
and of God.” . . . What spirit would not 
strike new fire at such a moment! . . . 

•Here we have the secret of the Poverello’s 
indomitable perseverance in the face of al¬ 
most insurmountable obstacles ... he ex¬ 
pected great things and met them with mag¬ 
nanimity and largeness of heart . . . not 
in vain was he found worthy to bear in his 
own person the wounds of Our Lord ... a 
living faith loomed high on his spiritual ho¬ 
rizon . . . his love was all-embracing . . . 
learning and culture quickly sprang up from 
the beginning where Franciscan footsteps 
trod . . . enlightened and consecrated lead¬ 
ership has been conspicuous in the wake of 
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the Friars Minor ... it is with us in its 
high-noontide flowering today. . . . 

Hope springs afresh at the mere thought 
of the distinctive, corporate service they 
render in spreading the truth, keeping it 
pure and undefiled . . . forgetting self to 
leave ample room for the fine culture of the 
Mystical Body ... to be a 66 radiating 
seed (of immortality) in the loam of man¬ 
kind.” . . . With all who believe, and 
hope, and love, I pray, 

“ Lord , make me an instrument of peace! 

Where there is despair , let me sow hope! 99 
* * * 

“ Where There Is Darkness , Let Me 
Soiv Light! 99 

“ He that followeth me, walks not in dark¬ 
ness, but shall have the light of life ” (John 
8:12). Light is indispensable for soul and 
body! Christ Himself thus shows us the 
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only way of having light ... by following 
Him. . . . Light is the symbol of truth and 
truthfulness. . . . 

What a light went out when Christ died! 
Only a few chosen souls kept watch as the 
Light of the world burnt Itself out on the 
cross! The rest were enveloped in momen¬ 
tary darkness and fear! They forsook their 
Lord and Master in the most cowardly 
fashion. . . . Abandonment is bitter. . . . 
Only one disciple had courage enough to 
stand beside the cross on Calvary ... all 
the rest were scattered to the four winds. 
This is the story of Christ’s love. ... It 
was spurned to the utmost, derided and re¬ 
quited with forgetfulness, ingratitude, and 
neglect. What a lesson for me . . . for 
the world . . . for the generality of men. 
... If they only knew Christ . . . loved 
Him . . . and served Him. . . . 

— 98 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 

When Christ ascended into heaven, the 
apostles gazed in joy and happiness at the 
ascending figure of the Godman, enveloped 
in a luminous cloud. . . . Let us, too, keep 
our eyes upon that scene and take heart for 
the renewed combat with our sensual nature. 

. . . Let us see the heavens opening where 
Christ is entering into His glory, suffused 
with light! Let us encourage the despondent 
to peer into the gates of heaven as they stand 
ajar . . . and draw comfort and encour¬ 
agement from the vision. Let us close our 
eyes upon the dull, drab, sinful things of 
earth to contemplate the heavenly glory that 
awaits us! That vision will sweeten the most 
bitter draught that life frequently offers us 
in moments of disillusionment ... of dire 
misfortune ... of worldly instability 
... of human ingratitude. . . . 

Let the light of this joyous hope expand 
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our hearts and dispel all gloom and pusil¬ 
lanimity. To know Jesus is life and light 
. . . Eternal Light, illumine our hearts! 
Eternal Light, enlighten those that stray in 
error and obduracy . . . purify them . . . 
sanctify all Thy children. . . . 

St. Francis of Assisi looked at a flower 
and saw the Creator. ... He beheld the 
beauties of nature and his soul was flooded 
with light . . . with joy and hope ... it 
was God’s loving gift. . . . 

Let me look at sorrow and pain and feel 
the touch of God, our loving Father. Let 
me suffer slights and insults gladly for 
Christ’s sake! . . . Francis made the pas¬ 
sion of Christ his constant prayerful study 
... he lived it, no matter how hard the 
test ... I will teach the souls entrusted to 
me to accept pain and suffering graciously. 
Dear Lord, help us forget the world and 
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worldly ambitions to think of Thy passion 
and death for sinners. . . . 

Let us contemplate the Light coming to 
us from Bethlehem! The sacred liturgy is 
radiant with light emanating from the mys¬ 
tery of Christ’s Redemption . . . from His 
superabundant charity ... 66 A light shall 
shine upon us this day; for the Lord is born 
to us! ” is the Introit of the second Mass on 
Christmas . . . Christians should never be 
without this light, for Christ is always with 
us . . . we will follow wherever His light 
leads us. . . . 

In the Collect we pray that “ we who are 
bathed in the new light of Thy Word made 
flesh, may show forth in our actions that 
which by faith shineth in our minds.” The 
sublime mystery of the Incarnation is the 
stumbling block for those that sit in darkness 
because they refuse to see the light . . . 
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they lack the gift of faith. Do I fully ap¬ 
preciate this inestimable gift, and show forth 
in my actions the faith that is in me? Pause 
a moment to beg pardon for your indiffer¬ 
ence to this supreme blessing. . . . 

In the Gradual: “ the Lord is God, and 
He hath shone upon us! ” In this day’s 
beautiful Collect for the Mass at Midnight, 
we pray: “ 0 God, who hast made this most 
holy night to shine forth with the brightness 
of the true light, grant that we may enjoy 
His happiness in heaven, the mystery of 
Whose light we have known on earth.” . . . 
0 Lord, give light to those that sit in dark¬ 
ness! . . . 

Little wonder that the Poverello was so 
forcibly drawn towards the mystery of 
Christ’s Nativity . . . His soul was flooded 
with the light that shone out from this Mys¬ 
tery into the darkest recesses of the world’s 
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misery and sin . . . to bring the souls of 
men under its gentle influence was his one 
purpose. ... To him we owe the beauti¬ 
fully appointed Christmas Cribs in our 
churches. . . . Who can count the souls 
that have been won back to God while kneel¬ 
ing in prayer and adoration before the 
Christ Child in the Manger! 

In the Gradual for the third Christmas 
Mass, we rejoice, for “ a sanctified day hath 
shone upon us.” . . . The whole life of St. 
Francis after his renunciation was a great 
sanctified day . . . hence, his constant joy 
and hilarity . . . our day, too, will be sanc¬ 
tified if we spend every moment in the light 
of God’s grace. . . . 

And what assurance and delight floods the 
sold at the words of St. John in his gospel: 
66 In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men, and the light shineth in darkness ” 
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(John 1:4). What comfort in these in¬ 
spired words! I will read the gospel of St. 
John with special attention at Mass. 

May the light that has appeared dispel all 
darkness and doubt! May it keep my soul 
pure and free from sin . . . zealous in 
good works. . . . Happy the soul that fol¬ 
lows its sure lead! That declares unswerv¬ 
ing allegiance to the Prince of Light! Who 
would not stake all to follow such sure lead¬ 
ership in an unstable world! 

“ I am the light of the world. He who 
follows me does not walk in the darkness, 
but will have the light of life ” (John 8:12). 
Oh, the security of this promise! Yet how 
few actually follow Christ! . . . 

The “ light of life ” is sanctifying grace 
. . . it is the prelude to life everlasting 
... it makes us holy in the sight of God. 
... 66 While you have the light, believe in 
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the light, that you may become sons of 
light ” (John 12:36). Oh, the joy of being 
“ sons of light ”... dear to the Sacred 
Heart. . . . What a glorious privilege! 
Only callous and indifferent hearts can 
spurn these light-giving, joy-bringing invita¬ 
tions to do the things of light, to perform the 
works that love the light and thrive on it! 
Am I zealous in doing good works? 

St. Francis incessantly sought to dispel 
the darkness of sin and error in the souls 
of men! He was all kindness and indul¬ 
gence towards sinners ... he was beloved 
of the Sacred Heart. ... It is well known 
that St. Margaret Mary was told by Christ 
Himself to take the Poverello as her special 
patron. . . . 

Today when there is so much darkness to 
fill the hearts of men with fear and terror, 
we need to be buoyed up by the thought of 
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Christ, the Light of the world! The world 
will find its healing only beneath the gentle 
rays of the Divine Light! Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on us! Bring all men 
by the sweet light of grace to know and love 
Thee! Let them open their hearts to Thy 
sweet light, for sin flourishes in the haunts 
of darkness. Holy Spirit, Light Divine, 
teach us true wisdom; shed Thy light across 
our path. . . . 

0 Jesus, let us be truly sons of light, dis¬ 
pensers of light to all with whom we asso¬ 
ciate, in big and little things, in joy and in 
sorrow! I would be a light-bearer to some 
poor, aching heart? To some suffering, 
stricken soul! But to be a bearer of the 
light of peace and charity and kindliness, I 
must be irradiated by the light of God’s 
grace. 

My life must reflect a lustre that speaks 
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of the nearness of Christ. It must captivate 
indifferent, sluggish hearts and make them 
feel most uncomfortable in their sinfulness. 
It must inspire courage and hope in timid, 
wavering souls. 0 Jesus, let me be a bearer 
of light this day . . . this hour ... to 
heal and invigorate. . . . 

Light helps create the proper atmosphere 
for fruitful work; it revives our drooping 
spirits, for it connotes joy and hope ... it 
gives growth . . . abundance . . . fertil¬ 
ity ... it enchances the fragrant beauty of 
the rose . . . the sweetness of ripening 
fruit ... it heals the wounds of unkind¬ 
ness ... it lifts the burden from ach¬ 
ing shoulders ... it soothes the troubled 
heart. . . . 

What light flooded the stony path of the 
barefoot Francis when he flung away all 
worldly pomp and splendor to put on the 
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garb of Lady Poverty! Ardent Chevalier 
who served his Lady most loyally! At her 
shrine he worshiped daily, hourly, in order 
to win the hearts of men back to their lost 
allegiance! . . . 

To his dying breath he was vowed to this 
noble Lady, the Queen of his heart. . . . 
She is our National Patroness . . . and 
should be Queen of our hearts . . . through 
her intercession our enemies will be routed 
. . . America will be saved for justice . . . 
for God! 

In the “ Canticle of the Sun ” Francis in¬ 
vites all creation to praise God — chiefly 

“.Brother Sun 

Who is our day, through whom Thou givest 
light; 

Beautiful is he, radiant with great splen¬ 
dor! 

Of Thee, Most High, he is a true revealer! ” 
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The secret of the light that Francis shed 
about him is couched in the touching words 
of Our Lord: “ So let your light shine before 
men, in order that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

A beautiful reference to walking in the 
light of Christ . . . that would give joy to 
the Poverello of Assisi . . . was recently 
made in a Catholic diocesan weekly: 8 
“ Without God,” reads the editorial, “ we 
can win neither the war nor the peace that 
must follow the war. We can stop this peril¬ 
ous groping in the dark if we bring back 
from exile Him Who is the Light of the 
World and the Flaming Sun of Justice.” 
Jesus, Light of hearts, illumine our path¬ 
way . . . walk with us. . . . 

Thou shalt no longer be exiled from our 

8 The Catholic Universe Bulletin, Cleveland. 
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hearts . . . our homes . . . our industries 
. . . our legislatures . . . our national and 
international deliberations. . . . Shed Thy 
sweet light upon our armies on land and on 
the sea . . . and in the air. . . . Strengthen 
the arm that reaches out after justice . . . 
enlighten the dark places in the hearts of 
men . . . that they may see the right and 
do it fearlessly . . . shunning the ways of 
sin . . . spreading knowledge and love of 
Thee! . . . 

A state governor stresses “ the need for 
moral values and spiritual ideals of justice, 
mercy and humility. . . .” In a great part 
of the world, he asserts, 66 the light of re¬ 
ligion is burning dimly. Perhaps more than 
ever it is today the duty of religion to hold 
high the torch which it has received to feed 
the flame until once more it burns so brightly 
that all the world may see it and again ex- 
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claim 6 In Thy Light we shall see the 
light!’” 9 . . . For this we pray . . . 
that the darkness that obscures our vision 
may be dispelled . . . that our lamp be not 
put out in the night . . . that we may see 
the light of mercy, humility, justice. . . . 

Note the beautiful prayer of Dorothy 
Day, giving thanks for the light; to her are 
dear the poor, the lowly, and the needy . . . 
in the spirit of the Poverello . . . “ I pray 
that you, too, will be led by the Holy Ghost 
from darkness to light,” exclaims this apos¬ 
tolic woman. “ Even the little I see is light 
to me in the darkest of days and hours. And 
I could not breathe or live without the light 
which I have now — the light of Faith which 
has been given to me by a merciful God Who 
is the Light of the World.” 


9 The Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, Governor of New 
York. 
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“ Darkness shall not endure,” Mr. John S. 
McCarrens told the nation’s publishers a 
twelvemonth ago. 66 A black night of tyr¬ 
anny,” he declared, 66 like a new polar cap 
spreads rapidly over the surface of the 
earth, stilling wherever it has prevailed the 
warm heartbeat of liberty and destroying 
freedom of press, freedom of worship and 
the dignity of the human soul. 

“ But that darkness shall not endure. 
America will keep the lamp of liberty burn¬ 
ing and the publishers of this freest country 
in the world, by God's grace , will feed the 
lamp ” 10 ... A gigantic and supremely 
significant task! ... To “feed the lamp 
. . . by God’s grace! ”... words coined 
in the mint of his own apostolic soul! 


10 John S. McCarrens, of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, 
president of the American Newspaper Publishers Asso¬ 
ciation. 
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. . . Light-giving . . . fearless . . . and 
inspired! 

Through the intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin, our Lady of Light, whom St. Fran¬ 
cis loved . . . whom his spiritual sons and 
daughters love . . . “ our life, our sweet¬ 
ness, and our hope ” we pray for 

light — 

“ Lord, make me an instrument of peace! 

Where there is darkness, let me soiv 
light! 99 

* * * 

“ Where There Is Sadness, Let Me 
Sow Joy! 99 

“ Rejoice! again I say rejoice! ” (Phil. 
4:4). Joy is the gospel of Christ. 

“ I rejoiced at the things that were said 
to me: We shall go into the house of the 
Lord ” (Ps. 121:1). Joy is the atmosphere 
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in which grace flourishes. Many virtues 
spring up in the wake of true joy and gaiety 
of spirits. The touchstone of sanctity has 
always been the ability to accept the unfore¬ 
seen and often painful things of life with 
resignation, lifted by a feeling of deep in¬ 
terior joy and serenity of soul. Cheerful¬ 
ness in untoward circumstances is the mark 
of a well-balanced, level-headed person, not 
easily captivated by fleeting whims and fan¬ 
cies. . . . 

“ Spiritual joy comes of cleanness of 
heart and the purity of continual prayer,” 
we read in the Fioretti. A beautiful com¬ 
mentary on the power of purity ... of a 
sinless life ... an unworldly, interior life 
. . . the glory of the Franciscan order . . . 
the secret of its power in the Church. . . . 

Sadness and despondency are the work of 
the Evil One, who, we may assume, chafes 
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at sight of a cheerful soul and gnashes his 
teeth . . . they are the instruments he em¬ 
ploys to foist his machinations upon unsus¬ 
pecting souls. Let me put him to flight by 
genuine joy in serving God in the least 
of His creatures. . . . The grumpy sort 
who chafe under the least thing that goes 
wrong are real joy-killers . . . disturbers 
of peace. . . . 

St. Francis is rightly styled the cheerful 
Saint, 66 the world’s happiest man.” ... It 
would be hard to find another saint who was 
so flooded with interior joy and, peace of 
heart as the Poverello . . . unless it be St. 
Philip Neri or Don Bosco. ... He had a 
correct sense of values, therefore he found 
joy in things and coincidences that would be 
a challenge to a less balanced soul. He was 
a past master in the art of “ shifting gears ” 
rapidly ... in the twinkle of an eye he 
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took in the whole situation. ... He was 
alert to the swiftly-changing scene! 

The merest hint sufficed for him to open 
the flood-gates of interior joy and love upon 
the poor, the hard-pressed, the abandoned, 
with predilection ... we need this spirit 
in our present crisis . . . when the going is 
hardest . . . our men in battle need inner 
peace . . . strength, courage . . . joy that 
resides in a clean conscience and rouses en¬ 
thusiasm. . . . 

Let me bring happiness and courage to 
someone who is in low spirits; who feels 
“ down and out friendliness begets friend¬ 
liness, and joy of heart is its fine flowering; 
a gracious act goes far towards dispelling 
gloom and sadness; it merits for us a special 
joy and gaiety that is contagious ... I will 
not be influenced by negative aspects of per¬ 
sonality ... I will be tactful, sympa- 
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thetic; study the needs, desires, and good 
qualities of others, that I may be able to 
help them be cheerful and gay even when 
things go wrong and all looks glum. 

It is sweet charity to spread happiness and 
joy of heart . . . so many languish for lack 
of it. . . . It will be a matter of great sur¬ 
prise to us in the next world to see what vir¬ 
tue was often concealed behind an appar¬ 
ently indifferent exterior . . . sin-laden as 
we are, we often feel with Christ, the all¬ 
holy One, that the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh weak . . . one look at our Divine 
Ideal ought to suffice to restore joy of 
heart. . . . 

Little things are very effective in stimulat¬ 
ing to joy: that was St. Francis’s secret; he 
divined the merest hint of an occasion for 
letting his gaiety pierce the smug compla¬ 
cency of self-satisfaction. It has been said: 
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“ In order to feel with another’s pain it is 
enough to be a man; to feel with another’s 
pleasure it is needful to be an angel.” Let 
me be that angel today! Every day! Let 
me extract the thorn of wounded charity 
from a timid heart. . . . 

And, oh, how sorely the world is in need 
of such angels of joy . . . heralds of peace! 
In this day of restlessness ... of self- 
aggrandizement ... of misplaced values. 
. . . Give to Thy servants that peace which 
the world cannot give . . . Thou alone, 0 
Jesus, canst give it! Thou art the God of 
peace! 

My dear Saviour has a care of me . . . 
no matter what may betide, I will not yield 
to depressing thoughts or low spirits . . . 
I rest in the hollow of His hand. There let 
me be safe and secure ... I must be in¬ 
genious in searching out souls that suffer 
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keenly . . . from spiritual or bodily ills 
. . . the neglect of others . . . lack of 
sympathy ... a heavy interior trial . . . 
I must be especially kind and loving to them 
in this time of trial! . . . One need not 
go far afield to find a mother or a father 
worrying over an absent son . . . praying 
God to keep him safe . . . for these we 
pray ... we extend our sympathy to the 
hard-tried, the backward and naturally un¬ 
inviting . . . I will try to heal their wounds, 
to soothe their troubled hearts, by scattering 
joy and sunshine across their path, even if 
it resembles a wintry landscape . . . the 
joy and sunshine often demand a sacrifice 
of me ... I will make it gladly . . . God 
loves a cheerful giver . . . rejection of 
Christ brings chaos not joy . . . sadness is 
its bitter fruit. . . . 

“ There is joy in doing one’s duty,” de- 
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dares Wilbert J. O’Neill, president of the 
National Council of Catholic Men. 66 While 
patriotism involves sacrifice, it does not in¬ 
volve gloom,” he continues. “ We owe to 
each other in civilian life a special obliga¬ 
tion to display fortitude and good cheer. 
We owe that obligation in even greater de¬ 
gree to those who have been taken from their 
homes . . . for battle in defense of our lib¬ 
erties . . . wholesome good cheer, comfort 
and spiritual solace can be introduced into 
their arduous and dangerous lives.” . . . 

How familiar we are with this Franciscan 
note of 66 good cheer and solace ” coming to 
us, as the seasons roll, over the national 
radio hook-up, through the noble sponsors 
of the Catholic Hour . . . tuning-in ” 
has become a profitable spiritual pas¬ 
time . . . generating positive joy in the 
Lord. . . . 
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“ Devils cannot hurt Christ’s servant when 
they see him filled with holy mirth,” St. 
Francis of Assisi was wont to tell his Friars. 
Because he made religion so attractive, mul¬ 
titudes flocked to his order. Does my life 
inspire outside observers with love for our 
holy Faith? . . . My life ought to be a con¬ 
stant reminder that the service of God is a 
great grace, a holy privilege. . . . My good 
example should draw others ... if I am a 
religious, I should win vocations to my con¬ 
gregation by the sweet reasonableness of a 
life lived for God and for neighbor ... a 
life that invites the heavy-laden to carry 
their burdens to the only place of sure com¬ 
fort . . . the Sacred Heart of Christ . . . 
the tabernacle where He dwells . . . the 
kind heart of a loving friend . . . this was 
precisely the program of the holy Saint of 
Assisi . . . everyone that saw him felt 
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drawn towards the good God whom he 
served with such alacrity of spirit. . . . 
Catholic Action calls for this fervent spirit 
in the young men and women ... at 
school ... in their social relations. . . . 

St. Francis, therefore, desired his breth¬ 
ren to “ have within and without that joy 
... to the reproach of the enemy. For it 
pertaineth to him ... to grow sad; but to 
you ever to rejoice and be glad in the Lord.” 
Christ must be given the proper place in our 
hearts ... in the family ... in the so¬ 
cial order ... in the business world . . . 
in the workshops ... in the mines . . . 
in the law courts ... in the council cham¬ 
bers ... in the seats of learning . . . 
Christ must rule supreme . . . that men 
may be truly glad in the Lord ... in pov¬ 
erty as well as in wealth ... in sickness 
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as well as in health . . . when having 
plenty as well as when hungry and for¬ 
lorn. . . . 

u To Francis,” said Egan, “ a singing 
brigand had more signs of grace than a 
gloomy Friar.” Gloom savors of selfishness 
. • • Uncheerful sacrifice was unknown to 
him. He wanted his Friars to be generous 
even unto folly in the eyes of the world. 
. . . This doctrine runs counter to the 
spirit of the world, where it is not God that 
matters, but mammon . . . not the cross, 
but personal glory and renown. . . . Since 
Francis loved cheerfulness in his religious, 
he set them the most beautiful example at 
every turn. When he chose for himself a 
distant province in order to encourage his 
brethren, he chose France, 66 wherein is a 
Catholic people who more than all other 
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manifest a special reverence towards the 
Body of Christ, which is most pleasing to 
me.” 

But it was not only for its devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament that Francis loved France 
... he loved it as the 66 land of courtesy 
and song”; and with his happy tact and 
sense of the harmony of things, he took as 
his companion Brother Pacificus, the former 
“ king of verses ” or poet laureate, we read 
in the Little Flowers . . . . 

66 To those who had ears for his song,” 
says Father Cuthbert, 66 he could sing the 
message of Poverty convincingly and well.” 
To lear*n to love Francis’s idea of the joy 
that should be the distinctive mark of his 
Friars Minor, read his “ parable of perfect 
joy,” as it has aptly been called. Let me 
learn that “ message of Poverty ”... the 
world is diseased because of too much wealth 
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and comfort ... joy is born of holy pov¬ 
erty. . . . 

Hilarity and joy of spirit sweetened for 
him as well as for his brethren the rigors of 
the Rule, and smoothed the rugged paths of 
perfection ... by his own example he 
taught them how to be happy and gay in the 
midst of unpleasant things and disappoint¬ 
ments. ... He demanded much. . . . In¬ 
terior joyousness and tranquillity were the 
precious legacy he bequeathed to his spir¬ 
itual sons. 

To God and His angels it is known to 
how many souls these Sons mediate this in¬ 
terior joy and peace of conscience by their 
priestly ministrations . . . by their ardor 
in reclaiming the sinner for Christ . . . 
in rebuilding broken homes . . . healing- 
wounded hearts . . . infusing new courage 
and love of purity into wayward girls . . . 
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snatching them out of the clutches of the 
Evil One . . . lifting their souls above 
sordidness and sin and regaling their puri¬ 
fied souls with supernatural beauty . . . 
hunting the prodigal who had squandered 
his manhood in the dens of vice . . . bring¬ 
ing light into souls darkened by sin . . . to 
all these they mediate the joy that flows into 
the soul with the Sacramental absolution 
. . . and this they do in season and out of 
season . . . the joy that comes with the 
knowledge they impart in sermons and dis¬ 
courses . . . teaching by word of mouth 
and by the written page . . . the Franciscan 
apostolate of the pen has been one of the 
most prolific sources of blessings in the 
Church of this day. . . . 

St. Anthony, illustrious son of St. Francis, 
who because of his “ wisdom of doctrine and 
his eloquence,” was called the treasury of 
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the Sacred Scriptures, was foremost in the 
devotion of the Three Ave Marias , in order 
to honor the spotless Virginity of Mary, and 
to preserve perfect purity of mind, heart, 
and body in the midst of the dangers of the 
world. ... St. Leonard of Port Maurice, 
zealous Franciscan missionary, likewise ex¬ 
celled in this practice ... I will cherish it 
with great fervor in honor of Our Lady . . . 
Causa nostrae laetitiae! . . . 

St. Francis was wedded to true joy. . . . 
After the remarkable Chapter.of the Mats, 
we are told, he manifested paternal solici¬ 
tude for his beloved Friars . . . “ heart¬ 
ened them . . . dismissed them with God’s 
blessing and his own to their provinces, all 
consoled with spiritual joy.” ... He died 
while singing the exquisite “ Canticle of the 
Sun,” so overwhelmed was he by the con¬ 
stant goodness of God to him to the last. 
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It was the genial spirit of Brother Juniper 
that made Francis wish to have 66 a forest 
of such Junipers.” This holy hilarity 
opened the way to the heart of our Cali¬ 
fornia missions, where another Juniper, the 
apostolic Father Serra, planted the cross of 
Christ. St. Francis seems to have envisioned 
this beautiful spectacle, for while walking 
along the countryside with Brother Giles he 
broke forth into prophetic strains: 

“ My dear, be glad and rejoice in the Lord. 
Let us not be sorry because we seem to be 
so few. 

The Lord is with us, 0 Brother, and Lie has 
spoken to me. 

I see a great multitude coming to us! 
Brother Giles, 
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“ They are coming to put on the habit of our 
holy rule, and to live in our blessed re¬ 
ligion. 

I hear the sound of their feet, and their voices 
singing, as they come and go under the 
rule of holy obedience. 

And in all their languages they say, as you 
say, as we must all say to the end of the 
world, whenever we see the Cross or a 
Church: 

6 We adore Thee, 0 Christ, and we bless 
Thee in all Thy churches that are in all the 
world, for that by Thy holy Cross Thou 
hast redeemed the World! 9 ” 

“ Lord, make me an instrument of peace! 
Where there is sadness , let me soiv joy! 99 
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0 DIVINE MASTER , GRANT THAT I 
MAY NOT SO MUCH SEEK 


To be consoled as to console! 

To be understood as to understand! 
To be loved as to love! 


“0 Divine Master, Grant 
That I May Not So Much 
Seek to be Consoled ... 
as to Console” 


It was Thy cher- 
ished work to comfort and console, but not 
to seek comfort or alleviation ... u Fa¬ 
ther, forgive them! ” Let me recall the 
many parables in which Thou didst seek 
to console, to bind up wounds and to heal 
. . . to be a Good Shepherd ... a good 
Samaritan . . . “ He went about doing 
good! ” (Acts 10:28) among the Galilean 
hills . . . another One went about the Um¬ 
brian hills . . . doing good ”... the 
gentle Saint of Assisi . . . the world needs 
him today. . . . 
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To sympathize with others in their trou¬ 
bles or ailments or disappointments makes 
us happy; to forego a personal pleasure or 
privilege in order to lend a helping hand to 
someone in sudden distress is sweet char¬ 
ity .. . dear to Christ. 

Planting the Christ ideal in the hearts 
of little ones, or of adults . . . and teach¬ 
ing them to live as Christ would have them 
live — teaching them more by example than 
by precept ... is something sublime. 
. . . Today in this restless, hustling, unbe¬ 
lieving, self-seeking world, we need men and 
women who can live as Christ lived; who can 
drink the chalice to the very dregs. ... A 
little reflection will show us what our portion 
of the chalice is. . . . 

The seeds of goodness which I sow by 
word and example may yet show a generous 
harvest that will help glorify Mother 
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Church. . . . Courage . . . perseverance 
will help the harvest yield rich fruits . . . 
where much tilling and pruning are 
needed. . . . 

To hide one’s grief in order to soothe an¬ 
other is Christlike ... we recall the first 
Way of the Cross on Good Friday, when 
Christ comforted the weeping holy women of 
Jerusalem ... I should frequently con¬ 
template that scene and ponder the words of 
Christ, 66 Weep not for me . . . but for 
yourselves and your children! ” Habitual 
sorrow for sin should fill my soul ... it 
should encourage me to do penance in count¬ 
less small ways ... by fidelity to the little 
things that my vocation demands of me . . . 
in whatever calling I am to work out my sal¬ 
vation ... to be ingenious in making 
Christ known and loved ... by word and 
by example . . . wherever I may be . . . 
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in business or in social engagements ... I 
must be able to say, “ I am about my Fa¬ 
ther’s business! ” 

The spirit of St. Francis of Assisi was 
molded by constant charity ... he loved 
the poor especially, and because he saw 
Christ in each one, he knew no delay when 
someone was in need of help . . . there 
never was a more perfect copy of the Master 
than the Poverello ... he never looked for 
comfort, but sought out those that stood in 
need of spiritual or bodily aid. . . . 

How sorely the world needs strength and 
consolation. . . . Witness the heroism of 
our priests in ministering to young and old 
... to the sick and the able ... to the 
civilian engaged in home defense ... to 
the soldier in service ... at the greatest 
danger posts. . . . Thank God! the Pove¬ 
rello has hosts of followers . . . followers 
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of Christ . . . who seek not to be consoled 
but to console others. . . . 

66 Jesus Christ did not try to explain the 
full meaning of physical evil. He taught us 
by His example and His counsel,” observes 
Msgr. Hagan 1 in an address at Rose-Mary 
Home for Children. “ There is no question 
but that He looked upon those enduring af¬ 
fliction as somehow more closely associated 
with His divine mission. Hence the labor 
and love He expended upon them. Hence 
the continued admonitions to His disciples 
to hold the poor, the unfortunate, the af¬ 
flicted in special predilection ” With un¬ 
derstanding sympathy that challenges the 
love and affection St. Francis lavished on 
the poor and the afflicted, the speaker con- 

1 Rt. Rev. Msgr. John R. Hagan, diocesan director 
of education, Cleveland, 20th anniversary of Rose-Mary 
Home for Crippled Children, the dream come true of 
Archbishop Schrembs in the “ days of his magnificent 
strength.” 
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tinues: 44 Their hearts glow with love to those 
who are kind to them and whom they have 
learned to know and trust in a manner which 
the rest of us cannot understand. ... We 
do not see what these children see — a Sav¬ 
iour smiling upon them, a Mother soothing 
their fears, a Guardian Angel holding them 
firmly by the hand. 

64 Do we not see in all this a glimmering 
of a sublime divine purpose? Do we not 
see that only those who know not sin can 
be intimate associates of Jesus? Is it not 
right and just that as the Saviour toils along 
the road to Calvary, these blessed little ones 
should place their broken bodies under 
the cross and lighten the burden of their 
Friend? ”... Oh, the sublimity of such 
faith! Oh, that we might daily 44 lighten 
the burdens” of others! . . . and see a 
44 Saviour smiling ” . . .a 44 Mother sooth- 
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ing ” our fears ... an angel guarding us 
in this time of trial ... in the uncertain 
days ahead! 

But the world needs a new physician, we 
are told by His Excellency, the Editor of 
Our Sunday Visitor ... as the Poverello 
was a physician for the social ills of his 
time, so have we in our midst men of God 
who diagnose the world’s present trouble 
. . . who offer us the most efficient reme¬ 
dies. . . . 

“ May not the Lord,” writes the Most Rev. 
John Francis Noll, “ Who alone can bring 
peace and prosperity to nations, be waiting 
for the world to return to the observance 
of His Commandments? ” Rulers of na¬ 
tions as well as their subjects, he continues, 
should ponder the second psalm of David 
. . . “ Why have the Gentiles raged, and 
the people devised vain things? ” The an- 
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swer is found not far afield: “ The kings of 
the earth stood up, and the princes met to¬ 
gether, against the Lord, and against His 
Christ.” . . . 

For our solace, His Excellency advises us 
to read the first psalm of the Royal Prophet: 
“ Blessed is the man who hath not walked 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stood in 
the way of sinners, nor sat in the chair of 
pestilence.” . . . Grant, 0 Lord, that we 
may always be of those who are thus blest 
. . . give healing to a wounded world . . . 
through Thy holy Cross! . . . 

Cardinal Hinsley makes an important 
distinction when he remarks: 66 The world’s 
peace means too often a complacent enjoy¬ 
ment of this world’s goods by the few and 
the poverty of the many. . . . Such is not 
the peace of Christ. He came to send the 
sword. 6 The Sword of the Spirit is the 
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word of God,’ says St. Paul, and the word 
of God is more penetrating than a two-edged 
sword, for it enters into the very soul of 
man to cut away the selfish passions that war 
against the spirit of God’s love. Within our 
own souls we must obey the new command¬ 
ment of love, and with all energy struggle 
and fight, that this word of God may prevail 
everywhere, so that the peace of Christ may 
reign.” 

His Eminence has been the bulwark of 
strength and mercy for his suffering coun¬ 
trymen in this critical time and has not 
missed the touch of invisible grace in the 
tangible experience of enduring the hard¬ 
ships of war with serenity and poise that 
have their roots in fundamental things . . . 
his heroism is a thing one will not easily for¬ 
get because dyed in renunciation and com¬ 
plete immolation of self. . . . 
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In this spirit of sweet forgiveness and for¬ 
titude, reproducing in our souls the wounds 
of Jesus crucified, which St. Francis actually 
bore in his body, we pray: 

Divine Master, Physician of souls, heal 
our wounds of selfishness and pride! Let 
us love all men as brothers in Christ, and 
pray that they may be one with us in the 
Mystical Christ! . . . for love of Him 
“ who was wounded for our iniquities . . . 
bruised for our sins” (Isa. 53:5) . . . 
“ grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console! 99 

“ The Catholic Church stands today, as 
it has stood for centuries , like a rock in a 
wasting world 99 is the splendid tribute of 
Governor Darden of Virginia addressing a 
Catholic audience. To him the Church is 
“ a sanctuary to which mankind can repair 
with some chance for the future,” and he 
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feels sure that the Church will have “ a 
magnificent part to play ” in making this 
world a haven of peace where “ men may 
lead a finer and a better life.” 2 . . . This 
glorious privilege is ours. ... It is an elo¬ 
quent expression of a living faith that on 
this memorable occasion while the horrors 
of war are working havoc, Mother Katharine 
Drexel was singled out 66 for her inspiring 
devotion and remarkable accomplishments 
in the cause of Christian education of her 
fellow Americans.” 3 . . . The glory of 
consecrated womanhood sheds a special 
lustre here . . . seeking not to be consoled, 
but to console! 


2 Governor Colgate W. Darden of Virginia, Conven¬ 
tion of the Catholic Committee of the South. 

3 Mother Katharine Drexel received the Annual 
Award of the Catholic Committee of the South. 
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“ To Be Understood ... as to 
Understand 99 

Christ understood His creatures . . . 
He understands them still ... He knows 
their needs and desires ... He sympa¬ 
thizes with them in their mishaps. . . . The 
one that was welcome nowhere else was wel¬ 
come to sit at the feet of the Son of God 
. . . because of her great love she was priv¬ 
ileged to be an apostle to the Twelve on 
Easter Sunday. . . . Her RABBONI un¬ 
derstood! He understands me! Why do I 
not trust Him more implicitly ... no mat¬ 
ter what the odds may be? 

The world cannot understand the extrava¬ 
gance of Christian heroism because it knows 
not Christ ... let me understand it that 
I may practice it in Christ . . . for Christ 
. . . with Christ . . . with Francis of As- 
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sisi . . . whose favorite devotion was to the 
Cross of Christ. . . . 

“ This day thou shalt be with me in para¬ 
dise! ” (Luke 23:4). Oh, the dear Christ 
understood the sincerity of this penitent’s 
plea! He discerned the depths of his an¬ 
guish and sorrow for past misdeeds . . . 
his genuine sympathy with the Innocent 
Christ! . . . and the Christ who understood 
His own, bestowed a royal reward. . . . 
“ This day! ”... “One does not enter 
into Paradise tomorrow or the next day, or 
in ten years’ time — but 6 this day,’ if one 
is poor and crucified,” we reflect with Leon 
Bloy in The Woman Who Was Poor. . . . 
Reverencing the spirit of Clotilde in her ut¬ 
ter resignation, we understand the depth of 
her holiness when she observes: “ There is 
but one unhappiness, and that is not to be 
one of the saints .” 
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The world cannot understand the willing¬ 
ness of Christ’s own to give all without re¬ 
serve . . . the world is selfish and blinded 
by materialism ... in its trials and mis¬ 
fortunes it gropes insecurely for relief, but 
fails to find the comfort and healing that 
flow from the wounds of the merciful 
Christ. . . . 

Let me understand that the least thing I 
do with the pure intention will redound to 
some good, through the mercy of Christ . . . 
that it tends ultimately to the glory of God 
... to the spread of His kingdom on earth 
. . . that it will make Thee, 0 Jesus, better 
known and loved . . . that it will give Thee 
more loyal and self-sacrificing servants. . . . 

Let me understand the beauty of selfless 
charity towards one another in the spirit of 
the Poverello. . . . Let me admire it in the 
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consecrated members of his religious order 
of St. Francis ... the world over . . . 
who set such a glorious example of heroism 
for Christ. . . . Their story like that of 
their Father Francis will never be fully told 
this side of heaven. . . . The spirit of 
Franciscan poverty and self-effacement is 
sorely lacking in the world today as it was 
in the days of the Poverello. . . . The 
beauty of the consecrated lives that these 
followers of a great Saint lead today is an 
ornament of the Church of God ... a 
source of consolation and strength. . . . 

Let me imitate the humility that was the 
keynote of His exceptional love, winning the 
most hardened hearts for the sweetness of 
the gospel of Christ. . . . 

Let me understand that my words will 
make little impression unless they are sup- 
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ported by holiness of life ... by humility 
and renunciation of self ... by genuine 
sincerity. . . . 

Let me understand the art of making 
God’s holy Will my unfailing source of joy 
and consolation as it was for St. Francis 
. . . every minute of the day is filled with 
certain duties that holy obedience requires 
of religious; that Christian education re¬ 
quires of teachers . . . that the cure of 
souls requires of priests; the solicitude for 
the needs of the family . . . for the chil¬ 
dren . . . requires of mothers and fathers 
. . . these are often real sacrifices . . . 
but they make us “ strong in the strength 
of truth. ”... 

Let me understand 

— the value of fidelity ... of the sublimity 
of my calling ... of the spiritual riches 
placed at my disposal as religious . . 
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a Catholic . . . member of the Third Or¬ 
der ... of other Catholic organizations 
... as beneficiary of a Catholic higher edu¬ 
cation . . . 

— the beauty and charm of the lives around 
me . . . 

— the strength that comes with a gracious 
smile of approval ... the nobility of un¬ 
selfishness . . . 

— the privilege of rearing a Christian fam¬ 
ily .. . of sweetening eventide for a hard¬ 
working father or mother ... or the eve¬ 
ning of life for an aged parent bent under 
the weight of golden harvest sheaves . . . 

— the glory of being a valiant woman when 
trials multiply ... of trying to spread the 
knowledge of God among my associates 
. . . young men and women who look to 
me for leadership . . . 

Let me understand 


— 149 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 


— the value of silence ... of suffering 
silently ... of suffering vicariously . . . 
of suffering in union with Christ . . . with 
Mary His Mother . . . with true heroism 
and self-renunciation . . . for blessings 
upon our country . . . upon our spiritual 
and civic leaders ... to make “ America 
worthy of God’s favor ”... 

— the surpassing joy of helping a soul find 
her way back to Christ ... by prayer, by 
word, and by example . . . this is the most 
Christlike work it is given us to do. . . . 

Let me understand 

— that it is sweet to forget an injury, not 
only to forgive it . . . to excuse an unkind 
act in another ... to think nobly of those 
who are uncongenial and vexatious . . . 
unwilling to yield their opinion or lend a 
helping hand . . . 

— to take God’s interests to heart ... in 
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the spirit of Christ, who prayed for all . . . 
“ Our Father, who art in heaven . . . Hal¬ 
lowed be Thy Name . . . Thy kingdom 
come! ”... in the spirit of St. Francis 
. . . who prayed not to be understood, but 
to understand. . . . 

Let me understand with Father Lippert 
in A Light to My Paths, as Francis clearly 
understood, that “ the Lord is also a great 
Lover. He steers His bark over the waters 
to join us, and delights to see us brave dan¬ 
ger in meeting Him as He gallantly rides 
the waves. But even when He ploughs up 
the huge ocean billows and our view of Him 
is almost obscured, He is mindful of our 
weakness and headed straight towards us.” 

Let us give Him free rein to dispose all 
things ... in our own lives ... in our 
national life. . . . 

Our civic rulers counsel wisely when they 
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call upon all citizens to turn to God for aid 
in these troubled days ... a leader’s voice 
is far-reaching in its influence when it asks 
for the observance of Good Friday with 
66 meditation, religious observance and 
prayer for strength and guidance to meet 
the problems ahead, for the protection of all 
those who serve this nation, and for a right¬ 
eous peace based on the teachings of Jesus 
Christ, the Prince of Peace.” 4 ... It is 
the only way back to Christ ... to lasting 
peace. . . . 

The Shepherds of our souls keep faithful 
watch from their nearness to the Eternal 
Pulse. . . . “ There is altogether too little 
emphasis placed upon the value of penance 
in the thought and practice of the modern 
world. If we do not respond voluntarily, 
there is grave danger that we shall do pen- 

4 The Hon. John W. Bricker, Governor of Ohio. 

— 152 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 


ance unwillingly,” was the earnest counsel 
from the lips of Bishop Alter as Lent wore 
on and human suffering was on the increase. 
“ The devastation of war, famine and pesti¬ 
lence will spare none of us, but our own 
voluntary atonement for our sins may 
shorten the time of our affliction. . . . Love 
is the fulfilling of the law; it is the essence 
of Christian perfection.” 5 

Addressing Catholic Students on Christian 
Peace, Bishop Edwin V. O’Hara advised 
them to dig deep to uncover the roots of 
lasting peace. There must be an honest 
awareness of “ the age-old conflict that rages 
in every human heart that has been touched 
by Christian faith. The hope of a world 
peace,” the prelate emphatically declared, 
“ cannot thrive without enthusiasm for 

5 The Most Rev. Karl J. Alter, Bishop of Toledo, 
“ Lenten Pastoral.” 
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Christ and bravery in fighting these inner 
as well as outer foes with the weapons of 
faith, hope, and charity, forged for us on 
the eternal anvils of Divine Wisdom and 
Truth ” 6 . . . religion and grace are in¬ 
dispensable to youth ... to all, in this 
encounter . . . the moral law must be the 
basis of national and international relations, 
he would have them understand. . . . 

In the same vein Bishop Peterson declares 
that “ there can be no peace at home nor 
peace abroad unless we all be at peace with 
our fellows. Loyalty to every fellow Amer¬ 
ican is today the test and proof of loyalty 
to our land.” ... Here we pause a mo¬ 
ment to thank God for the blessings of the 

6 The Most Rev. Edwin V. O’Hara, Bishop of Kansas 
City, Honorary President of the Catholic Association for 
International Peace: 6th Annual Conference of Regional 
Student Peace Federation. 

7 The Most Rev. John B. Peterson, Bishop of Man¬ 
chester, address to Knights of Columbus. 
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faith that engenders this everlasting hope! 

. . • we pray for grace to love all our 
fellow men as members of the Mystical 
Body! . . . 

With profound gratitude we join in St. 
Francis’s “ Praise of the Crucified 66 Thou 
art security, Thou art rest, Thou art joy and 
gladness! ” 

“ Divine Master , let us not so much seek 
to be understood as to understand! 99 

* * * 

“ To Be Loved ... as to Love 99 

“ God is charity” (John 4:16). ... It 
is a complete summation of the Eternal 
Love of God for His creatures! Oh, the 
grandeur of that truth! 

I will strive courageously to root out 
everything ignoble . . . whatever runs 
counter to charity . . . whatever caters to 
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self-love . . . and put on Christ by imitat¬ 
ing how faintly soever His example of zeal 
for the Father’s glory. . . . 

I will try to learn true Christlike love from 
the Holy Child in the manger . . . from 
Christ who “ went about doing good ” . . . 
from Christ who spent whole nights on the 
mountain top, praying . . . Himself alone 
. . . from Christ who died on the cross for 
me . . . for all mankind . . . who for¬ 
gave His enemies. . . . 

My daily Work is the touchstone of love 
. . . let it sparkle with the lustre of genuine 
charity for all, that I may scatter joy and 
happiness into some cheerless life . . . into 
some grief-stricken heart and home ... to 
some brave soldier in momentary need . . . 
to rulers and leaders that genuine love may 
guide their deliberations . . . prayerful 
charity reaches beyond the seas ... to the 
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most distant outposts where men are lighting 
for liberty . . . for justice ... to our 
spiritual soldiers of Christ in the foreign 
mission fields ... in the home missions 
. . . for strength and grace . . . that they 
may save immortal souls . . . build liv¬ 
ing temples of God . . . in the souls of 
men. . . . 

To love is — 

— to take delight in being with the loved 
one ... to divine his merest wish ... to 
sympathize with the suffering . . . to sacri¬ 
fice personal comfort cheerfully ... to af¬ 
ford strength and courage to another . . . 
to see in him Christ . . . 

— to confer favors on others without expect¬ 
ing the same in return . . . to give up for 
another what is dear to us ... to be a liv¬ 
ing sacrifice ... to give service . . . in 
these days it will be a costly service . . . 
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for soul and body . . . forgetfulness of 
self . . . denying myself legitimate pleas¬ 
ures . . . 

— to bear up in the spirit of disinterested 
love in order to lighten the burdens of an¬ 
other . . . even when I am fatigued . . . 
when I feel that it is almost beyond my 
strength . . . think of Simon of Cyrene 
carrying the cross of Christ ... let me be 
such a cross-bearer in the home . . . 
among my associates . . . the poor and the 
needy. . . . 

It was our Lord’s way to search out some 
poor suffering mortal ... to heal body 
as well as soul. ... I must excel in kindly 
sympathy with those who suffer . . . those 
who weep . . . those who are discour¬ 
aged. . . . 

To love is to grieve over insults that are 
offered to others ... to all God’s children 
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who suffer . . . loving Christ truly implies 
the desire to know Him better ... to make 
Him known ... to sacrifice all in order to 
be His friend ... to pray for those who 
are not His friends . . . who have lost con¬ 
fidence in the merciful Christ ... it means 
lifting their minds and hearts above the sor¬ 
did things of life and pointing out the sweet 
delights of cherishing eternal hopes and de¬ 
sires. . . . 

Only when I am in earnest about follow¬ 
ing Christ can I say that I really love my 
neighbor and wish him well . . . that I love 
Christ Himself . . . think of the extent to 
to which the love of Christ filled the heart of 
St. Francis . . . all he could utter after one 
of the ecstasies vouchsafed him by the mani¬ 
festations of divine love was the simple 
prayer, “ The Lord be Praised! ” . . . that 
is perfect love ... let me never entertain 
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a secret feeling of aversion, jealousy, or lack 
of love . . . some characters find it hard 
to forget as well as to forgive . . . their 
love is not pure, unselfish . . . not Christ- 
like . . . they are not willing to make even 
the smallest sacrifice . . . their charity can¬ 
not reach out to the farflung areas where men 
are in need of sacrifice and prayer. . . . 

“ We willingly give our life for the peace 
of the world,” was the dying bequest of His 
Holiness Benedict XV, supreme exemplar 
of Christlike love, immolating himself that 
the scourge of war might be lifted. . . . 
What a gift to the Most High! To His be¬ 
loved children in God! . . . “Enriched 
not with gold or silver, but with the Blood of 
Christ! ”... A whole burnt-offering in 
the sight of God . . . sweetly reminiscent 
of the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi: “ May 
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I die to myself, 0 Lord, for love of Thee, who 
vouchsafed to die for love of me! ” 

Again the voice of another Vicar of Christ 
is heard on behalf of a stricken world . . . 
“ It is for you, Catholic women,” pleads our 
Holy Father Pius XII, to bend over this 
seriously wounded world; guided and aided 
by God; raise it up and encourage it.” . . . 
There is a sacred beauty in the anticipated 
enthusiastic response of our United Catholic 
womanhood through their national presi¬ 
dent. 

“ Here under the waving flags of all 
American nations, we have joined you in 
your prayers for peace,” came the ringing 
challenge of Mrs. J. W. McCollum to the 
women of Latin America. “ Surely, the 
Catholic women of today can pray the world 
back to peace . . . and we, happy, singing, 
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praying Catholic women of the Western 
Hemisphere — all together — shall surely 
help conquer all for Christ.” 8 

One easily recalls a beautiful parallel in 
the story of St. Clare, when the Pope, in the 
presence of St. Francis, commanded her to 
make “ the sign of the most holy cross over 
this bread, and bless it in the name of God. 
The holy Virgin having devoutly blessed the 
bread, the sign of the cross remained visibly 
impressed on all the loaves.” 

Where women “ devoutly bless the 
bread ” there life will be pure and whole¬ 
some . . . woman’s hands are most beau¬ 
tiful when folded in prayer . . . giving 
themselves . . . reaching out to heal, to 
soothe, to encourage . . . dispensing sweet 
motherliness in the spirit of the Madonna, 

8 Mrs. J. W. McCollum, president of the National 
Council of Catholic Women, at the National Eucharistic 
Congress of Chile (1941). 
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quietly, helpfully . . . blessing the bread 
of kindliness and love for their dear ones 
. . . regarding motherhood not as a burden, 
but as a crown . . . loving it, as “ The 
American Mother of 1942 ” beautifully ob¬ 
serves, because “ motherhood means life,” 
and joining in her glorious promise to the 
President: 66 1 pray daily for you that your 
policies will be guided by Divine Providence 
and bring this great land which we all love 
safely through these perilous times. I am 
sure all mothers do.” 9 . . . What power in 
a mother’s prayer! . . . 

What secrets of sweet motherhood are hid¬ 
den away in the grand old heart of our be¬ 
loved 66 Catholic Mother of 1942 ” — Mrs. 
Catherine Bartholome! No one knows bet¬ 
ter than her happy son, the Most Rev. Peter 
W. Bartholome, Coadjutor Bishop of St. 

9 Mrs. William N. Berry of Greensboro, N. C. 
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Cloud, whose life is the worthiest tribute to 
her virtues and charm. 10 . . . When moth¬ 
ers raise living temples of God in the hearts 
of their children, the nation is blest. . . . 

In the very hour when a materialistic 
world is turning against its God, the Hier¬ 
archy stresses the importance of cherishing 
a profound regard for the sanctity and the 
stability of the home ... as the source of 
the nation’s power and strength. . . . 

One whose whole spirituality is keyed to 
the grandeur of Christian heroism that aims 
at the highest, speaks for the home, for 
motherhood in its pristine lustre, when he 
calls it “ one of the greatest fundamentals.” 
And this prelate, the Most Rev. John F. 
O’Hara, Military Delegate, who senses the 
needs of his day as keenly as the Poverello 

10 Of Bellechester, Minn., chosen by the National 
Catholic Conference on Family Life, Webster Groves, Mo. 
at the annual meeting. Miss Mary Callahan, president. 
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knew his, significantly adds, “ I cannot think 
of anything we need more than God’s bless¬ 
ing on the home.” 11 ... A gift surpassing 
all gifts! A word of tremendous import! 

In this momentous hour, we may well re¬ 
call the beautiful tribute to womanhood 
couched in the fearless challenge of Cardi¬ 
nal Faulhaber, Archbishop of Munich, 
glowing with the loyalty and faith that 
are founded on the Rock . . . that is 
Christ. . . . 

“ Another light among the Church’s teach¬ 
ings is the ‘ Hail Mary,’ ” His Eminence ob¬ 
served, “ and the veneration of the Holy Vir¬ 
gin. If we recognize the Saviour as the Re¬ 
deemer and King, then we may also address 
His Mother. . . . Wherever there is devout 
respect for the Mother of the Lord, there 


11 Address at the Annual Communion Breakfast of 
5000 Catholic Policemen of New York City. 
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woman stands in honor as a result, because 
in every woman of honor and decency we see 
a sister of the Mother of Jesus.” . . . 

Such, we must realize, is the magnanimous 
woman who will take her place beside the 
Madonna . . . like her she will be unruf¬ 
fled and serene . . . enduring great trials 
in silence . . . and resignation . . . such 
was St. Clare, the beloved spiritual daughter 
of St. Francis . . . such are the hosts of 
Franciscan Nuns and Poor Clares, serving 
God in sweet cloistral seclusion ... in 
apostolic work for the Church . . . carry¬ 
ing out the lofty ideals of their holy Father 
who took great delight in guiding souls along 
the path of holiness . . . who is a powerful 
advocate still today. . . . 

When Father Maurice Sheehy calls upon 
the Catholic women of America to excel in 
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“ courage, faith, and prayer,” he envisions 
the glorious lot of woman, in the words of 
His Holiness ... 66 to bend over this seri¬ 
ously wounded world and raise it up.” . . . 
“ The courage of our young men in many 
instances will be the reflection of the brave 
hearts of those at home,” says Father Sheehy 
... 66 our young men are risking their all 
on land, on the sea, and in the air. You 
women must fight the war on your 
knees.” 12 . . . 

This is the supreme challenge . . . only 
saints will heed it . . . but it will make 
saints of all who resolve to win the fight. 
. . . And has not Monsignor Fulton Sheen 
repeatedly stressed the need of saints in our 
day? . . . Will I heed the call? 


32 Lieutenant Commander Maurice J. Sheehy, chap¬ 
lain at the U. S. Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Fla. 
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Oh, the beauty of woman praying. . . . 
Heaven will surely lend a merciful ear when 
a mother pleads for her son ... a wife for 
her husband ... a child for a father fight¬ 
ing for justice and peace ... a sister for 
a devoted brother ... a friend for a 
loved one. . . . 

“ If ever there was need for Catholic 
Action ... if ever there was need for a 
vital and intelligent Catholic laity, now is 
the time,” counsels another stalwart son of 
Holy Church, Bishop Emmet of Charleston. 
He speaks with deep reserves of power that 
must rouse the most apathetic soul to a sense 
of sacred duty: “ You and I must labor now 
for victory, to give spiritual and religious, 
and social care for the men and women 
whose iives have been disrupted because of 
their country . . . that work is, and must 
be, the object of prayer and of wholehearted, 
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consecrated labor on the part of everyone 
who believes in Jesus Christ.” 13 . . . 

I believe, 0 Lord . . . help me keep 
alive that spark of faith . . . and show it 
forth in complete immolation to the sacred 
work devolving upon us who are so highly 
blessed . . . emulating the heroism of 
Bishop Francis Bornewasser of Trier, who 
in the dark hour of persecution bade his flock 
rise solemnly and recite the Creed and the 
Our Father ... we pray with heart and 
soul, with Christ Himself, “ Father, the hour 
is come! Glorify thy Son! ” (John 17:1) 
and because we believe, 

0, God, “ let us not so much seek to be 
loved as to love! 99 

13 21 st Annual Convention, National Council of Cath¬ 
olic Women, Hollywood, Fla. The Most Rev. Emmet M. 
Walsh. 
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“It Is in Giving 
That We Receive!” 


Christ gave all and 
yet He holds the universe in the hollow 
of His hand. ... I must give all to 
Christ, my whole heart and soul, to every 
member of His Mystical Body. . . . “ This 
is your Cloister, 0 Lady Poverty! ” The 
wide world! Complete renunciation! . . . 
the Franciscan ideal . . . the ideal of re¬ 
ligious perfection ... of true happiness 
for every Christian. . . . 

In the Collect for the feast of St. Francis, 
we pray for 66 a disdain for the goods of 
earth,” and beg not to 66 lack the comforting 
gifts of heaven.” 

“ He who loves his life, loses it ” (John 
12:25). St. Francis literally gave all, first 
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to God and then to his neighbor. . . . “ The 
more the sublime enthusiast,” says Mon- 
talembert, “ hid himself and depreciated 
himself to make himself worthy by humility 
and men’s contempt to be the vessel of divine 
love, the more, by a wonderful effect of 
grace, men rushed to follow him.” Ask lit¬ 
tle, give much! Seek nothing for self, relin¬ 
quish all! . . . in the spirit of the Poverello 
... of Christ ... 0 Divine Master, let 
me ever bear in mind that it is in giving that 
we receive! 

0 Jesus, let me give freely of my time 
. . . my talents . . . and means ... if 
I have been more generously endowed . . . 
let me give unstintingly to those who need 
help . . . spiritual help or material things 
. . . giving our all and our best in the Name 
of Christ . . . for His love ... to win 
hearts and souls to His service and love 
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. . . it is in giving that we receive . . . life 
eternal . . . Oh, the goodness and mercy 
of Christ, who gave all . . . still gives 
Himself unreservedly to us in the Sacrament 
of His Love . . . if we but pause in the mad 
rush for the daily toil . . . and business 
. . . and worry and self-seeking, to accept 
this gracious Gift ... at the hands of the 
most munificent Giver. . . . 

66 Gather up the fragments ”... Christ 
counselled the Twelve. . . . How zeal¬ 
ously the Poverello treasured the precious 
gifts of God. ... 46 If thou didst know the 
gift of God! ” (John 4:10) . . . Jesus, I 
will give Thee all! ... 44 It is in giving that 
we receive! ” 

Christlike souls are always generous giv¬ 
ers .. . they shirk no hardship ... no 
sacrifice . . . in the cataclysm of this world 
war they are bent on giving all that it is in 
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their power to give ... to comfort . . . 
to console and encourage mothers and 
widows of the war . . . those who are giv¬ 
ing their lives on the altar of patriotic service 
of God and country. . . . 

“ If after this war,” Archbishop Lucey 
emphatically tells us, “ we desire a lasting 
peace, we must work for it, pray and plan 
for it.” . . . Surely this implies the Chris¬ 
tian idea of giving freely and abundantly of 
our best. . . . “ Unless the leaders of the 
nations learn to practice justice and 
charity,” the prelate continues, “ there can 
be no peace. . . . Mutual trust and faith 
must be the basis of friendly pacts and 
promises.” 1 . . . 

0 Jesus, let me realize this noble ideal 
of giving all! . . . that the post-war world 

1 Archbishop Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio: 
“ America and the Papal Peace Program,” Catholic 
Theatre Guild of Los Angeles, Cal. 
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will be a better world . . . but it can be 
such “ only if we see the dignity of man, 
only if the religion we have helps us to see it 
and live up to it,” the Rev. Raymond Mc¬ 
Gowan assures us, 66 and only if we create 
economic organizations and government for 
the world to enforce human dignity and 
brotherhood in our world interdepend- 

59 2 

ence. . . . 

What sacrifices the Poverello made to 
achieve these ideal ends in the social life 
of his day . . . life then was as complex 
as it is today . . . but difficulties only 
whetted his desire to give wholeheartedly for 
the cause of Christ, of immortal souls . . . 
and how freely he gave is known to every 
admirer of the gentle Saint ... to all who 
are privileged to witness the apostolic work 
of his Friars the world over . . . their dis- 

2 Catholic Association for International Peace. 
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interested labors in the Lord’s vineyard 
. . . through their self-sacrificing lives re¬ 
peating the one petition, “ Hallowed be Thy 
Name! Thy kingdom come! ”... My 
Jesus, I will give Thee all! “ It is in giving 
that we receive! ” 

Addressing the Catholic Big Sisters, the 
Most Rev. James McFadden strikes a kin¬ 
dred note, when he regards their services to 
young girls “ a sharing in the apostolate of 
Christ; a work of heroism, of determination 
and of enduring love of Christ and of neigh¬ 
bor.” . . . What a spectacle to a cold and 
selfish world is the tender devotion of 
these noble women! . . . Bending over a 
wounded world and raising it up . . . with 
relatively little human encouragement . . . 
but with deep and constant faith that gives 
joy to the Sacred Heart of Jesus . . . such 
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evidences of Christlike love delight the 
heart. . . . 

One easily conjures up the beautiful pic¬ 
ture of our Blessed Lord, traced by the Be¬ 
loved Disciple: 66 1 am the Good Shepherd 
. . . and I lay down my life for my sheep! ” 
(John 10:14, 16) ... the Poverello was 
just that to all who chanced across his path. 
. . . What joy was mirrored in his counte¬ 
nance when he found someone to whom he 
could minister for the sake of the Mas¬ 
ter. ... 

0 Jesus, let us never stoop to seek the 
world’s approval . . . but like Brother 
Francis be about our Father’s business . . . 
thinking only of serving others in lowly 
labor . . . not surrounding ourselves with 
creature comforts . . . but giving all . . . 
for 66 It is in giving that we receive! ” . . . 
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“ The Law of Surplus Service, Badge of 
a True Christian,” is Father O’Brien’s 
trenchant way of putting what the world 
needs today more than ever. 66 Love that 
flows over the bounds of duty, that forgets 
itself in the ministry of others,” he observes, 
“ that asks only the joy of giving, only the 
privilege of serving, sacrificing and dying 
for its beloved, is the one force which lifts the 
universe. It shines with the radiance of 
eternity, and discloses to us most authen¬ 
tically the essential nature of God. For 
where noble, unselfish, sacrificial love is, 
there is God. Where God is, there is 
Heaven.” 3 . . . Love such as this will 
truly open “ Sightless Eyes.” . . . The 
Franciscan beauty of inspiring love radiates 
from every phrase. . . . 

3 Rev. John A. O’Brien, Ph.D., LL.D.: “The Build¬ 
ing of Character, Life’s Supreme Achievement,” Our Sun¬ 
day Visitor Series. 
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Christ will not fail us . . . our hearts 
must kindle with enthusiasm when we hear 
the assurance that “ prayer will gird our 
loins with courage.” “ The courage of the 
Saviour is needed,” the Rev. Robert Slavin, 
O.P., tells us in the 66 Catholic Hour,” to fight 
“ those who are attacking the humanity of 
man. . . . The future will be hard, but 
prayer will raise our eyes to pierce the gloom 
and see the figure of Christ standing beside 
us.” ... As the surpassing vision breaks 
upon our sight, we exclaim with St. Peter in 
an act of faith, 66 Thou art Christ, the Son of 
the living God! ”... Thou givest Thy¬ 
self in the Blessed Eucharist, we give Thee 
our poor hearts in return, praying with St. 
Francis, “ Thou art our sweetness; Thou art 
our eternal life! ” . . . in life and in death, 
66 It is in giving that we receive! ” 

Archbishop Mooney restates this consol- 
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mg truth with a beautiful assurance, when 
addressing 300 social workers at the Na¬ 
tional Conference of Catholic Charities in 
Detroit . . . 44 Revealed religion,” said 
His Excellency, 64 raises man’s mind and 
heart towards God in faith, hope and love, 
only to turn them back in charity towards his 
fellow man.” . . . Beloved Christ, turn our 
eyes in merciful love upon those who suffer 
. . . who are lonely and alone . . . who 
have given their all for love of Thee. . . . 
Let us seek no other reward than Thy love! 
44 It is in giving that we receive! ” 

* * * 

44 It Is in Pardoning That We Are 
Pardoned! ” 

44 Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us! ” Let me al¬ 
ways forgive! How can I ask God to pardon 
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me, if I refuse to forgive slights and injuries 
. . . and to requite them with acts of love. 
. . . “ With what measure you measure, it 
shall be measured to you” (Matt. 7:2). 
. . . How easily the world would be trans¬ 
formed if this injunction were kept well in 
mind . . . enlightened minds would lead 
in the spirit of Christ. . . . 

It is a sign of nobility to forgive ... to 
forget wrongs and slights . . . only narrow 
and selfish minds harbor a grudge against 
anyone for a real or often an imaginary 
wrong; let me forgive those who wronged 
me! . . . forgive fully and freely! Many 
of life’s sorrows come from temperamental 
differences not properly adjusted ... let 
me try to see things from the other one’s 
point of view. . . . 

Think of the merciful Christ who forgave 
so generously . . . who even called the 
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traitorous Judas “ Friend! ”... think of 
the prodigal ... of Mary Magdalen . . . 
of the penitent thief . . . of Peter, the rock! 
... to pardon another is one of the most 
Christlike acts ... let me speak sweet 
words of pardon! . . . 

I will pray with Father Mack in Splendor 
and Strength of the Inner Life: 

Tell me in awful stillness, Lord, 

What Thou hast done, 

That I may hear forgiving word 
Of pardon won! 

Ponder the depth of love and affection St. 
Francis bestowed upon those of his Friars 
who differed in many points from his views 
. . . read the story of his truly Christlike 
heroism in allowing nothing to ruffle his 
spirit . . . winning souls to the holy prac¬ 
tice of poverty, obedience, and chastity by 
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the irresistible influence of his sweet per¬ 
suasiveness . . . rooted in perfect love of 
God. . . . Let us always bear in mind, 
prayerfully, that 66 in pardoning we are par¬ 
doned . . . how beautifully the Pove- 
rello imitated the merciful Christ in extend¬ 
ing pardon . . . with inimitable humility 
and charm . . . great souls are generous in 
pardoning. . . . 

66 Have mercy on me, 0 God, according 
to thy great mercy,” cried the Royal Psalm¬ 
ist. 46 For I know my iniquity, and my sin 
is always before me” (Ps. 50). . . . He 
prayed truly with an “ afflicted spirit ” 
. . . little souls are humble souls, and 
pleasing to God. . . . 

“ Remember you, who are young and in 
whom our Father Francis will live when we 
who knew him are all gone,” said the aged 
Brother Leo, privileged friend of the 
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Poverello, “ that it is not the glory of St. 
Francis, but the littleness of St. Francis that 
you should remember. Nothing on earth is 
so poor or so low as to be below you.” 4 . . . 
Words to be treasured by all who desire 
to be dear to Christ as Francis was and share 
his holy zeal for souls . . . never to refuse 
to forgive an injury makes one deserving of 
pardon for sins . . . for shortcomings 
. . . human frailties. . . . 

Thoughts of hatred and revenge must give 
place to Christian forgiveness ... if we 
reflect on the inspiring words of Archbishop 
Martinez of Mexico City: “We Christians, 
who ought to live by faith, must look upon 
wars . . . with supernatural regard,” His 
Excellency observes. “ They may be the re¬ 
sult of human injustice, but they are also an 

4 Helen C. White: A Watch in the Night, p. 136 (by 
permission of the Macmillan Company, publishers). 
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instrument for the justice of God. . . . 
Everything seems in upheaval, but this de¬ 
structive work, under the wisdom of God, 
marks in history a new channel and opens 
up to humanity unforeseen horizons.” . . . 

And the Rev. John C. McCarthy signifi¬ 
cantly adds: 66 Who can tell, but that the in¬ 
tercession of the Immaculate Conception, 
our national Patroness, and St. Joseph, 
Patron of the universal Church, will hasten 
the moment when, in the words of Pius XII, 
6 the all-powerful Hand of Christ the King 
shall quiet the tempest and banish the spirits 
of discord, which have provoked it.’ ” 5 . . . 
Perseverance in prayer and penance will 
hasten the day of God’s mercy. . . . “ Ask 
and you shall receive! ”... ask at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass . . . ask ivith 

5 Our Sunday Visitor, April 26, 1942, “Let’s Turn to 
Him.” 
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Christ . . . in the Name of Christ . . . 
when He dwells in your heart after Holy 
Communion . . . . 

Let us always walk in Christlike love and 
humility, and often ponder the tender words 
of pardon Christ uttered on the cross, 
“ Father, forgive them! ” . . . for 66 it is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned.” . . . 0 
precious legacy of the dying Saviour! . . . 

“ Here’s True Charity,” are beautiful 
words appraising the year’s work of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society 6 . . . essentially 
Christlike in its ideal of self-sacrifice . . . 
66 little drops of water of charity soon be¬ 
come a mighty ocean of spiritual and 
material achievement.” . . . One almost 
imagines to hear the Poverello exhorting his 
brethren ... 0 Jesus, let the water of 
charity flow freely upon all . . . saints and 

6 Our Sunday Visitor , May 10, 1942. 

— 188 — 


PRAYING WITH THE POVERELLO 

sinners . . . the zealous and the indolent 
and careless ... let some poor outcast, 
some struggling soul be relieved and 
strengthened ... let my charity be bound¬ 
less . . . bless all charitable societies . . . 
let us gladly pardon injuries . . . for we 
so often need to ask for pardon. . . . 

With heart and soul we join in the sur¬ 
passingly beautiful prayer of another 
66 Francis ”... the Most Reverend John 
Francis Noll . . . privileged as we are to 
cull it from a current issue of Our Sunday 
Visitor: 

“ HEAVENLY FATHER, benignly induce 
all men the whole world over 
to recognize their need for penance, 
to humbly acknowledge their sins, 
especially such national sins as pride, 
greed and hate. 
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“ LET THY PARDON shine forth in a just 
and lasting peace, 

a peace solidly built upon Thy two great 
Commandments, 

the LOVE OF GOD and LOVE OF 
NEIGHBOR. Amen.” 

* * * 

“ It Is in Dying That We Are Born to 
Eternal Life! ” 

“ Unless the grain of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it remains alone. But if it 
die, it brings forth much fruit ” (John 
12:24). . . . Christ was the true “grain 
of wheat ”... He died to save us . . . 
He gave His life for the truth of His doctrine 
. . . the Cross on which He died continues 
to flower and bear fruit. . . . Looking upon 
the Cross, we feel new courage and strength 
take hold of us . . . for further struggle 
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. . . that we may be true cells of the Mysti¬ 
cal Body. . . . 

By dying to self, we live unto eternal 
things . . . conforming our will to the Will 
of God . . . being peacemakers among our 
associates . . . sharing the burdens of 
others . . . helping the needy . . . 
smoothing the rough places for them . . . 
sweetening their last hours for them . . . 
by prayer ... by sacrifice ... by un¬ 
wearying patience ... if it is my privi¬ 
lege to aid a dying father . . . mother, 
sister or brother ... a poor forsaken 
one. . . . 

St. Francis literally died to self ... he 
stripped himself of all worldly possessions 
so as to be unhindered in being Christ’s own; 
and, oh, the exquisite delights he tasted! 
Self-discipline in the art of giving all to God 
is a profitable spiritual exercise . . . but 
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it is the work of a lifetime ... a whole¬ 
some penance . . . hiding pain behind a 
sunny smile . . . St. Francis himself is our 
model of death to self. Have I always lived 
up to my high ideal of religious perfection? 
Of renunciation of all for Christ? 

This hour, 0 Jesus, will be the witness of 
my complete surrender! ... If I am a re¬ 
ligious, I will renew my holy vows with the 
fervor of St. Francis. ... If a secular, I 
will resolve to become skilled in the art of 
self-denial and mortification . . . there is 
plenty of opportunity for the practice of 
charity towards my neighbor . . . my 
family . . . those that least appeal to me 
. . . of doffing my will as raiment laid 
away ”... with Alice Meynell in “ Re¬ 
nouncement.” . . . 

If in dying we are born to eternal life, then 
we might paraphrase it to read 66 in dying to 
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self we shall he able to give birth to eternal 
life ” in other souls ... in the souls of 
sinners ... of uncounted pagans ... of 
fallen away Catholics ... of the impeni¬ 
tent about to pass through the portals of 
death ... let them find safety in the clefts 
of the rock . . . Thy Sacred Heart . . , 
true prodigals . . . coming home to the 
best of Fathers . . . after having tasted the 
Bread of Life before their eyes closed upon 
this swiftly changing scene of life on 
earth. . . . 

Hear St. Francis exhorting his religious: 
“ My brothers, let us preach penance, rather 
by example than by preaching.” . . . What 
an example of humility and self-abnegation 
he gave is not unknown to us. . . . He truly 
sought to die to self . . . that souls might 
live the life of grace ... he wished his re¬ 
ligious brethren to be an inconspicuous body 
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of religious, as it were dead to the world and 
worldly aspirations . . . but see how the 
Lord has blessed them! 

Already during his lifetime, Francis num¬ 
bered his brothers by the thousands, all liv¬ 
ing according to his Rule. And what a glori¬ 
ous roster is theirs today . . . the world 
over . . . glorifying God and restoring so¬ 
ciety to the Sacred Heart of the Good Shep¬ 
herd. . . . 

Hear how Filippo speaks of the beloved 
Father to Jacomo: “ No, no. He is not dead. 
He lives in us. His sons, who wear this habit 
he gave us, and keep the rule he set us. In 
us he lives. And in us, God forgive us our 
unworthiness, we pray that Christ may once 
more come to Umbria.” . . . But Christ 
comes not only to Umbria . . . through the 
gentle influence of the sons of St. Francis, 
He comes to all the world . . . through a 
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Christian gentlewoman his spirit keeps watch 
with us in the night. . . . 7 

Confidence should set our hearts aglow 
when Filippo tells Jacomo that he is not look¬ 
ing in the right place for God. 66 For God 
who hath known all our sorrow and all our 
infirmity in the flesh which He put on for 
our sake is readiest when found where He is 
sorest needed. Oh, Jacomo, He who has 
given us the joy of the Creation for our sac¬ 
rament, gave us the chalice for His death.” 
. . . Oh, the beauty of that sacrament! the 
sweetness of that chalice! . . . 

The vast army of hooded Friars is sec¬ 
onded by countless hosts of religious women, 
professing poverty, chastity, and obedience 
under the luminous standard of the Poverello 
. . . carrying on in his spirit . . . being 


7 Helen C. White: A Watch in the Night , pp. 118, 396 
(by permission of the Macmillan Company, publishers). 
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all to all . . . to win souls to God. ... To 
these apostles of the Seraphic Saint must be 
added innumerable Tertiaries . . . young 
and old . . . men and women of high estate 
as well as the lowly . . . husbands and 
wives . . . dignitaries of Holy Church as 
well as professional and business men . . . 
all by their piety and fervor are a burning 
challenge to a power-hungry, selfish world 
. . . the immortal Dante treasured member¬ 
ship in this unique family of the Pove- 
rello’s . . . the beloved Pius X — the 
Pope of the Eucharist — was perhaps, one 
of its most distinguished members . . . 
Deus meus et Omnia! “ My God and my 
All! ” sums up the marvels of the Franciscan 
apostolate. . . . 

66 Bring my soul out of prison, 0 Lord, 
that I may praise Thy Name,” were the dying 
words of this lovable Saint, for he died while 
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finishing Psalm 141. ... In answer to his 
last wish he was carried to the Portiuncula, 
to breathe out his soul in 66 the bridal home 
of Lady Poverty.” . . . How precious a 
death! ... He must have seen the heavens 
open . . . even a flock of larks broke the 
stillness with their song. ... In the Grad¬ 
ual for the feast of St. Francis, Holy Church 
sings of him “. . . he who was poor and 
lowly, enters a rich man into heaven; with 
their hymns the Angels give him welcome.” 
. . . What more beautiful paraphrase can 
there be! “ IT IS IN DYING THAT WE 
ARE BORN TO ETERNAL LIFE! ” 

We are on earth for but one purpose, 
namely, to die . . . to die to earthly things; 
to be consumed by the fire of love. If my 
love of God burns brightly, I shall daily die 
to self and selfish concerns and live only for 
God. “ I die daily,” said St. Paul. 
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“ Come and I will make you fishers of 
men! ” is the invitation of the Son of Man. 
How strange it seems! to 66 die daily” is 
almost a contradiction, called as we are to 
an active life by the lips of Christ. “ Pray 
the Lord of the harvest that He send forth 
laborers into His harvest.” I myself will 
try to be a faithful laborer, spending myself 
for the interests of the Sacred Heart, but I 
will not forget the first injunction, “ Pray 
the Lord! ” Christ counselled action. 
66 Go, teach ye all nations! ” 

Jesus, the greatest Teacher of all time 
must teach me how to be humble, docile, and 
learned in the science of the saints, for only 
then can I presume to teach others . . . 
only then can I hope to be among the “ fish¬ 
ers of men.” 

St. Francis was a docile pupil in the school 
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of the Crucified ... he had mastered the 
art of dying; that accounts for the great 
things he achieved in the souls of men . . . 
in society; the blessings of his fruitful apos- 
tolate continue to flow to this day upon a 

% 

world that has lost sight of God . . . there 
is no corner of the universe where the spirit 
of St. Francis is not kept alive by his spiritual 
sons and daughters . . . the Poverello truly 
lives. “ Come, follow Me! ” 0 Jesus, I will 
follow Thee in joy and in sorrow, in health 
and in sickness ... as did the Poverello 
... a day without some special sacrifice 
for Him is a day without merit, a day lost or 
wasted . . . such days were unknown to St. 
Francis. . . . 

66 1 am so filled with joy that I can weep no 
more,” said Francis on his deathbed; 

“ therefore do I sing, and will sing to God, 
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that hath given me the joy of His grace, and 
hath made me certain of the joys and the 
glory of paradise.” 

Well may St. Francis have been assured 
of the joys of heaven, for to his illustrious 
Sons we are indebted for the beautiful clos¬ 
ing words of the Hail Mary, “ now and at 
the hour of our death” Love for our 
Blessed Mother and love for the immortal 
souls about to depart this life prompted his 
fervent disciples to have these consoling 
words inserted in that most beautiful of salu¬ 
tations, the Hail Mary . . . “ Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and 
at the hour of our death . Amen.” 

Dying is the last thing we do in life; the 
highest art of dying consists in perfect resig¬ 
nation to the holy Will of God . . . how 
truly resigned was the Poverello. . . . 
64 Welcome, Sister Death! ” he exclaimed at 
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the last. “ She is to me the gate of life.” 
. . . May our death be like unto his! Our 
Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us! 

“ IN DYING WE ARE BORN TO ETER¬ 
NAL LIFE! ” 

“ Through Thine indulgent mercy, 0 Lord, 
and through the prayers of blessed Mary 
ever a virgin, 

may this oblation avail us now and always 
to the ensuring of our prosperity and 
PEACE.” 

— Secret, feast of the Most Holy Name 
of Mary 
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_A gain we kneel in rever- 
ence at the Holy Father’s feet, this time to 
participate in the spiritual observance of His 
Holiness’ Episcopal Jubilee, on May thir¬ 
teenth, as this little work draws to its close. 

“ None except the Pope himself knows 
how much he is praying and making sacri¬ 
fices for the cause of peace” In these sig¬ 
nificant words Archbishop Francis Beckman 
stirs our very souls and rouses us to an en¬ 
thusiastic participation in the crusade of 
prayer for peace. “ We shall not enjoy a 
speedy peace” His Excellency continues, 
“ unless we hold up the hands of the Pope 
by our prayers and sacrifices” 

In this significant gesture none take a more 
efficacious part than the Knights of Colum- 
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bus — now rounding out sixty years of glori¬ 
ous service — whom His Holiness, the late 
Pius XI, designated as “ the right arm of the 
Church” Supreme Knight Matthews epit¬ 
omized their unflagging courage and zeal 
to bring about a return to Christ not unlike 
the all-consuming fire of love that burned in 
the breast of Francis of Umbria, some two 
years ago when the rumblings of the present 
cataclysm began to strike terror into all 
hearts. 

“ Peace has gone out of the world because 
it has gone out of the hearts of men,” de¬ 
clared Francis P. Matthews. 66 The longing 
for peace is strong in us, but we have lost the 
road: we have tried short-cuts and byways; 
out of our pride of intellect we have built 
what we consider to be fine new highways 
through the wilderness and these highways 
have led us only deeper into confusion, far- 
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ther away from the tranquillity of order, 
which is peace. 

“ We, as Knights of Columbus, accept our 
obligation to make our fraternity a living 
reality. In the summons of our Holy Father 
to join in a crusade of prayer for peace, we 
see the answer to the question of the indi¬ 
vidual man who cries out of the depths of his 
helplessness: 6 1 would have peace, but what 
can I do? 5 Whatever his race, whatever his 
creed, he can join with his brother men, raise 
his voice with theirs in humble acknowledg¬ 
ment of his dependence upon Him who truly 
holds the world in the palm of His hand, 
join his petition with theirs that the order of 
justice and tranquillity may be restored. 591 
. . . How brightly burns the flame of hope! 

1 Francis P. Matthews, Supreme Knight, Knights of 
Columbus, Radio Talk , May, 1940. 
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how tranquil the faith and triumphant the 
love that springs from such soil! 

Fittingly we close this paraphrase with the 
prayer of the Religious Bulletin? in grateful 
acknowledgment — 

“ Christ Jesus, King of Kings 9 guide our 
Holy Father , 

Help Him bring Nations and Souls to 
Peace! ” 

2 Religious Bulletin, University of Notre Dame, May, 
1941. 
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Epilogue 


The Praise of the Crucified 

Thou art the Holy Lord God! Thou art God 
of gods, Who alone workest marvels. 

Thou art strong, Thou art great, Thou art 
most high; Thou art almighty, Thou holy 
Father, King of heaven and earth. 

Thou art threefold and one; Lord God of 
gods. 

Thou art good, every good, the highest good; 
the Lord God, living and true. 

Thou are love, charity; Thou art wisdom; 
Thou art humility. 

Thou art patience; Thou art fortitude and 
prudence. 

Thou art security, Thou art rest; Thou art 
joy and gladness. 

Thou art justice and temperance; Thou art 
all our wealth and plenty. 
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Thou art beauty, Thou art gentleness; Thou 
art the protector; Thou art the keeper and 
the defender. 

Thou art our refuge and strength; Thou art 
our faith, hope and charity. 

Thou art our sweetness; Thou art our eternal 
life. 

Infinite Goodness, great and wonderful Lord 
God Almighty; loving and merciful Sav¬ 
iour. 

(After Francis had been blessed with the marks 
of the wounds of Christ on the mount of La Verna, 
on the feast of the Holy Cross, he wrote this beau¬ 
tiful psalm on parchment.) 
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The Canticle of the Sun 

Most High omnipotent, good Lord, 

Thine are praise, glory and honor and 
all benediction. 

To Thee alone, Most High, do they belong; 

And no man is there, worthy Thee to 
Name. 

Praise be to Thee, my Lord, with all Thy 
creatures, 

Chiefest of all, Sir Brother Sun 

Who is our day, through whom Thou givest 
light: 

Beautiful is he; radiant with great splen¬ 
dor: 

Of Thee, Most High, he is a true revealer. 

Praise be to Thee, my Lord, for Sister 
Moon and for the stars; 
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In heaven hast Thou formed them, bright, 
precious and fair. 

Praise be to Thee, my Lord, for Brother 
Wind, and for the air and for the cloud, 
for clear sky and all weathers, 

By which Thou givest nourishment to all Thy 
creatures. 

Praise be to Thee, my Lord, for Sister 
Water; she 

Most useful is, and humble, precious and 
pure. 

Praise be to Thee, my Lord, for Brother 
Fire; by whom 

Thou lightest up the night: 

And fair is he and merry, mighty and 
strong. 

Praise be to Thee, my Lord, for our Sister, 
Mother Earth, 

The which sustains and keeps us: 
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She brings forth diverse fruits, the many- 
hued flowers and grass. 

0 Creatures all! praise and bless my 
Lord, and grateful be, 

And serve Him with deep humility. 

(St. Francis breathed forth his soul while chant¬ 
ing this exquisite hymn of praise of the Most High. 
It was the sweet echo of a lifelong intimacy with 
the God of his heart . . . whose praise was ever 
on his lips . . . “ My God and my All! ”) 
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